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MEET YOUR NEW BOARD!

W4R 2021 & ART+FACTS 

ICC DECISION UPDATES

33 HR WINS OF 2021

DOUBLE DOSE OF INEQUALITY



S T A N D  F I R M ,  E M P O W E R  C O M M U N I C A T I O N
W O R K E R S ,  A N D  S E E K  A  B A L A N C E D  A P P R O A C H  
Noong  MeGA 2021,  ang  paksang  i t o  ang  mga
rekomendasyon  n i  D r .  Jona than  Ong  sa  pag tugon  sa
an i yang  h ind i  sapa t  na  ab i l i dad  ng  mga  human
r i gh t s  o rgan i za t i ons  na  kayah in  ang  in fo rmat i on
war fa re  sa  kasa lukuyang  es tado  ng  pu l i t i ka  sa
P i l i p inas .  Ayon  sakan i ya ,  ang  pag t ing in  ng  mga
human r i gh t s  o rgan i za t i ons  sa  communica t i on  wo rk
b i l ang  i sang  kasangkapan  o  ak t ib idad  sa  ha l ip  na
pangmataga lang  es t r a teh i ya .  

Da la  ng  mga  f ind ings  na  i t o ,  sana  ay  b igyan  na t in
ng  sapa t  na  o ras  ang  re - s t r a teg i z ing  ng  a t ing
communica t i on  s t r a teg ies ,  l ebe l  mu la
o rgan i za t i ona l  hanggang  ind i v idua l .   

S E L F - C A R E  A N D  W E L L B E I N G  
Ang  pak ik ipag laban  pa ra  sa  ka rapa tang  pan tao  ay
i sa  sa  mga  mapangan ib ,  demand ing  a t  mada las
unde r  o  uncompensa ted  na  t r abaho .  Mada las  na t ing
i san tab i  ang  se l f - ca re  a t  sa r i l i ng  we l lbe ing .  Minsan
ng  luma labas  sa  sa l i k s i k  n i  D r .  Ka th leen  Rodge r s
na  i l an  sa  mga  human r i gh t s  wo rke r s  ng  Amnes t y
In te rna t i ona l  ay  nan in iwa lang  ang  panganga laga  sa
sa r i l i  a y  sumasa lunga t  sa  kahu lugan  ng  wa lang
pag i imbot .  

Uko l  d i t o ,  i sang  paa la l a  na  ang  a t ing  AmnesWins
ay  h ind i  napag tagumpayan  ng  wa lang  kaak iba t  na
k inah ina tnan  sa  a t ing  ka lusugan .  H in ih i l i ng  ng
Boa rd  na  a l agaan  ang  mga  sa r i l i  a t  i pagb igay  a l am
sa  Na t i ona l  Sec re ta r i a t  kung  kaka i l angan in  ng
supo r ta .  

Bagamat  h ind i  agad  babaguh in  ng  bagong  taon  ang
s i twasyon  na  humahamon sa  ka tupa ran  ng  mga
ka rapa tang  pan tao ,  ang  a t ing  pa tu loy  na
ko lek t ibong  adbokas i ya  ay  ma lak ing  kon t r ibusyon
upang  mabago  ang  an tas  ng  ka ta rungang
pan l ipunan .  Mu la  r i t o ,  b i tb i t in  na t in  ang  bawat
pana lo  sa  mga  naka raang  taon  a t  gaw ing
insp i r asyon  pa ra  magpa tu loy  ang  a t ing  ak t ib i smo  a t
pag ig ing  kasap i  sa  Amnes t y .   

Magk i t a -k i t a  t ayo  sa  a t ing  mga  Reg iona l
Assembl i es  a t  sa  iba  pang  ak t ib idades !  
  
  
Maa lab  na  pagba t i ,  
  

R O C K Y  R I N A B O R  
Cha i r ,  Boa rd  o f  T rus tees  
Amnes t y  In te rna t i ona l  Ph i l i pp ines  
 

Makahu lugan ,  mapayapa  a t  mapagpa layang
taon ,  mga  kasama !  

Sa  kab i l a  ng  pa tu loy  na  kawa lan  ng  ka t i yakan
h ingg i l  sa  iba - ibang  aspe to  ng  s i gu r idad  na
h inaha rap  ng  bayan  a t  ng  da igd ig  sa  pangka laha tan ,
ta imt im na  h in ih i l i ng  ng  inyong  Boa rd  o f  T rus tees
na  kayo  ay  nasa  mabut ing  ka lagayan .  

Bago  na tapos  ang  taong  2021,  marami  sa  inyo
marah i l  ang  nag ing  masayang  aba la  sa  b i spe ras  ng
pasko  hanggang  bagong  taon .  Habang  ako  ay  h ind i
nag ing  aba la  sa  pa rehas  na  okasyon ,  ako  naman ay
nagka roon  ng  pagkaka taong  mag  n i l a y -n i l a y
pa tungko l  sa  mga  pe r sona l  na  l aban  sa  buhay  pa t i
na  mga  l aban  sa  l oob  a t  l abas  ng  o rgan i sasyon
b i l ang  ak t ib i s ta  ng  ka rapa tang  pan tao .  Dah i l  d i t o ,
na i s  kong  ibahag i  sa  inyo  ang  i l an  sa  mga  h igh l i gh t s
ng  ak ing  pagmumuni -mun i  na  sa  t ing in  ko  ay  maaa r i
r i ng  mag ing  po in t  o f  r e f l ec t i ons  n inyo  b i l ang
tagapag tanggo l  ng  ka rapa tang  pan tao :  

M A J O R  A M N E S W I N S  I N  2 0 2 1  
Sa  kab i l a  ng  pa tu loy  na  pag  hamon sa  a t ing  human
r i gh t s  wo rk ,  nakaka  an t i g  ng  damdamin  ang  inyong
ta tag  a t  ded ikasyon  na  magpa tu loy  sa  a t ing  t r abaho .  

Magandang  a la l ahan in  na  ang  resu l t a  ng
panana t i l i ng  mata tag  a t  ag i t  na t ing  l aha t  ay  ang
i l an  sa  mga  ma la lak ing  pana lo  na t in  noong  2021
gaya  ng  matagumpay  na  exposè  uko l  sa  l abo r  r i gh t s
abuses  and  v i o l a t i ons  na  d ina ranas  ng  n icke l  m ine
worke r s  sa  D inaga t  I s l ands  mu la  sa  mapang -abusong
ko rpo rasyon .  

Na r i yan  d in  ang  a t ing  ma lak ing  kon t r ibusyon  sa
pag t i t i yak  na  ang  P re -T r i a l  Chamber  ng
In te rna t i ona l  C r im ina l  Cou r t  a y  po rma l  na
pah in tu lu tan  ang  imbes t i gasyon  sa  P i l i p inas
pa tungko l  sa  d iumanong  mga  k r imeng  nagawa  ng
k inauuku lan  s imu la  t aong  2011 sa  kon teks to  ng
kampan i yang  “War  on  Drugs .”  

Ang  a t ing  sama-samang  panda igd igang  panawagan
na  p ro tek tahan  ang  mga  hea l thca re  wo rke r s  sa
f r on t l ines  l aban  sa  Cov id -19  ay  s imbo lo  ng  pak ik i i sa
sa  buong  mundo  a t  pan in ind igang  ang  r i gh t  t o
hea l th  ay  h ind i  l amang  pa ra  sa  mga
nanga inga i l angang  ng  med ika l  na  a tensyon  bagkus
kasama ang  mga  nagb ib igay  n i t o .  

Ma l iban  sa  a t ing  mga  AmnesWins ,  kab i l ang  sa  mga
impor tan teng  tagumpay  r in  na t in  ang  success fu l  na
pag  o rgan i sa  ng  Membersh ip  Gene ra l  Assembly
2021- -  ang  kauna -unahang  MeGA na  g inanap  sa
pamamaraang  v i r tua l .  
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Fo l l ow ing  campa ign  ca l l s  and  pe t i t i ons
f r om Amnes t y  In te rna t i ona l  and  o the r s ,
in  March ,  a  Japanese  cou r t  ru l ed  tha t
the  gove rnment ’ s  f a i lu re  t o  r ecogn i ze
same-sex  mar r i age  was  uncons t i tu t i ona l
–  the  count r y ’ s  f i r s t - eve r  jud ic i a l  ru l ing
on  mar r i age  equa l i t y .  
I r aq :  The  I r aq i  pa r l i ament  passed  the
Yez id i  Su rv i vo r s  Law wh ich  p rov ides  a
f r amework  f o r  r epa ra t i ons  f o r  many
su rv i vo r s  o f  IS IS  a t r oc i t i e s  in  no r the rn
I raq ,  inc lud ing  women and  g i r l s  who
were  sub jec ted  to  sexua l  v i o l ence  and
ch i ld  su r v i vo r s  who  we re  abduc ted
be fo re  the  age  o f  18—A key
recommendat i on  in  a  r epo r t  pub l i shed
las t  yea r  by  Amnes t y  In te rna t i ona l .
Add i t i ona l  by l aws  we re  passed  in
September .  
G loba l :  In  March ,  Oc tobe r  and
November ,  the  In te rna t i ona l  C r im ina l
Cou r t  ( ICC)  announced  i t  wou ld  open
fo rma l  inves t i ga t i ons  in to  the  s i tua t i on
in  the  Occup ied  Pa les t in i an  Te r r i t o r y ,
the  Ph i l i pp ine  gove rnment ’ s  dead l y  ‘wa r
on  d rugs ’  and  c r imes  aga ins t  human i t y
in  Venezue la .  Amnes t y  In te rna t i ona l  has
been  document ing  c r imes  aga ins t
human i t y  in  a l l  these  count r i e s  f o r
seve ra l  yea r s ,  i t s  r e sea rch  was  c i t ed
dozens  o f  t imes  in  the  P rosecu to r ’ s
f i l i ng .  

-Amnes t y  In te rna t i ona l  has  been
campa ign ing  f o r  h i s  r e l ease  f o r  a  decade .
In  ano the r  b reak th rough ,  on  11  March ,  the
European  Pa r l i ament  adop ted  a  r eso lu t i on
on  Bahra in ’ s  human r i gh t s  s i tua t i on  and  i t s
t r ea tment  o f  human r i gh t s  de fende rs ,
f o l l owed  by  ano the r  in  Sep tember  on
Emi ra t i  p r i sone r  o f  consc ience  Ahmed
Mansoo r  –  wh ich  echoed  Amnes t y ’ s   
r ecommendat i ons .    

G loba l :  Amnes t y  In te rna t i ona l ’ s  g round-b reak ing
repo r t  on  how hea l th  wo rke r s  a round  the  wo r ld
had  been  exposed ,  s i l enced  and  a t t acked  du r ing
the  Cov id -19  pandemic  r esu l t ed  in  Ib rah im
Badawi ,  a  doc to r ,  and  Ahmad a l -Daydoumy,  a
den t i s t ,  be ing  r e l eased  f r om de ten t i on  in  Egyp t
in  Janua ry  and  March  th i s  yea r .   

 Fo l l ow ing  Amnes t y  In te rna t i ona l ’ s  ca l l s  f o r
au tho r i t i e s  t o  r espec t  the  r i gh t  o f  r e l i g i ous
mino r i t i e s  t o  ca r r y  ou t  the  f ina l  r i t e s  o f  the i r
r e l a t i ves  in  acco rdance  w i th  the i r  own
t rad i t i ons  un less  r es t r i c t i ons  we re  needed  to
p reven t  the  sp read  o f  COVID-19,  S r i  Lankan
autho r i t i e s  dec ided  to  end  the  p rac t i ce  o f
f o rced  c remat i ons  f o r  v i c t ims  o f  Cov id -19  in
Feb rua r y .  

Bah ra in :  Amnes t y  In te rna t i ona l  he lped  to  secu re
seve ra l  p r i sone r  r e l eases  in  Bah ra in  th i s  yea r ,
inc lud ing  f ou r  ch i ld ren  who  had  been  t r i ed  as
adu l t s .  A  Bahra in i  cou r t  suspended  a  s i x -month
p r i son  sen tence  aga ins t  the  f ou r  and  p laced
them in  a  r ehab i l i t a t i on  p rog ramme ins tead .  In
Apr i l ,  the re  was  more  good  news  w i th  the
re l ease  o f  p r i sone r  o f  consc ience ,  Mohammed
Hassan  Jawad ,  who  had  been  se r v ing  a  15-yea r
p r i son  sen tence  fo r  h i s  peace fu l  pa r t i c ipa t i on
in  the  2011 up r i s ing -

I t ’ s  been  a  busy  yea r  f o r  Amnes t y  In te rna t i ona l
w i th  pos i t i ve  changes  t ak ing  p lace  a round  the
wor ld .  Laws  have  been  rewr i t t en ,  awa rds  have  been
won ,  p r i sone r s  o f  consc ience  re l eased  and  ou r
suppo r te r s  have  con t inued  to  campa ign  w i th
pass ion  t o  ensu re  peop le  can  l i ve  f r ee  f r om
to r tu re ,  ha rassment  o r  un jus t  impr i sonment .  He re ’ s
a  r ound-up  o f  human r i gh t s  w ins  ach ieved  th rough
Amnes t y  In te rna t i ona l ’ s  p ressu re ,  r epo r t s ,
pa r tne r sh ips ,  and  campa igns ,  t o  ce leb ra te  th i s
yea r… 
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https://haiku.amnesty.org/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/press-release/2021/11/iraq-yezidi-reparations-law-progress-welcome-but-more-must-be-done-to-assist-survivors/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2020/07/iraq-yezidi-child-survivors-of-islamic-state-facing-unprecedented-health-crisis/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2020/07/iraq-yezidi-child-survivors-of-islamic-state-facing-unprecedented-health-crisis/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/press-release/2021/03/israel-opt-historic-breakthrough-as-prosecutor-confirms-initiation-of-icc-investigation-in-occupied-palestinian-territories/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/09/icc-launches-probe-philippines-war-on-drugs-duterte/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/press-release/2021/11/venezuela-icc-prosecutors-primary-consideration-opening-investigation-must-be-timely-effective-justice-victims/
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2021-0086_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-9-2021-0390_EN.html
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2020/07/health-workers-rights-covid-report/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/press-release/2021/02/sri-lanka-ending-of-forced-cremations-for-covid-19-victims-restores-dignity-of-muslim-burials/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/04/bahraini-authorities-flouting-prisoners-rights-to-health-amid-rise-in-covid-19-cases-at-jaw-prison-2/


Madagasca r :  A f te r  months  o f  r e fus ing  t o
acknowledge  Cov id -19 ,  the  Ma lagasy
gove rnment  f ina l l y  d ropped  i t s  po l i c y  o f
r e fus ing  t o  o rde r  Cov id -19  vacc ines
fo l l ow ing  p ressu re  f r om Amnes t y  and
o the r s  –  g i v ing  more  peop le  a  chance  to
access  l i f e - sav ing  vacc ines .  
Sou th  A f r i ca :  In  March ,  po l i ce  r ev i ved  an
inves t i ga t i on  in to  the  2017 murde r s  o f
bes t  f r i ends  Pop i  Qwabe  and  Bongeka
Phungu la ,  a f t e r  r ece i v ing  a  pe t i t i on  s i gned
by  more  than  341,000 Amnes t y
In te rna t i ona l  suppo r te r s  wo r ldw ide
demand ing  tha t  the i r  k i l l e r s  be  b rough t  t o
jus t i ce .  

G loba l :  Amnes t y  In te rna t i ona l  r e l eased  i t s
f l agsh ip  annua l  r epo r t ,  The  S ta te  o f  the
Wor ld ’ s  Human R igh t s .  Th i s  l a tes t  ed i t i on
cove red  the  human r i gh t s  s i tua t i on  in  149
count r i e s  and  was  t r ans la ted  in to  a  r eco rd
38 l anguages .  I t  a l so  inc luded  spec i f i c
advocacy  ca l l s  on  a  r ange  o f  human r i gh t s
i s sues .  

G loba l :  Amnes t y  In te rna t i ona l  won  a
p res t i g i ous  Webby  Award  fo r  i t s  m ic ros i t e
on  the  abuse  o f  t ea r  gas  by  po l i ce  f o rces
a round  the  wo r ld .  The  s i t e  was  o r i g ina l l y
l aunched  in  mid -2020,  and  i s  f r equen t l y
upda ted  w i th  new con ten t  

A P R I L  

M A Y  

    and  ev idence  o f  abuses .  

Bu rund i :  NGO worke r  and  human r i gh t s
de fende r  Ge rma in  Rukuk i  was  r e l eased
f rom p r i son  a f t e r  spend ing  more  than  fou r
yea r s  beh ind  ba r s  f o r  s t and ing  up  fo r
human r i gh t s .  A f te r  more  than  400,000
ac t i ons  ca l l i ng  f o r  h i s  r e l ease ,  Ge rma in  i s
l ook ing  t o  be  r eun i ted  w i th  h i s  f ami l y ,  who
f l ed  the  count r y  f o r  f ea r  o f  r ep r i sa l s .  

Ch ina :  Amnes t y  In te rna t i ona l  pub l i shed  an
ex tens i ve  r epo r t  de ta i l i ng  how the
d racon ian  rep ress i on  f aced  by  Mus l ims  in
Ch ina ’ s  X in j i ang  Uyghur  Au tonomous
Reg ion  amounts  t o  c r imes  aga ins t
human i t y .  The  repo r t  ga rne red  s i gn i f i can t
g loba l  med ia  cove rage ,  and  was  f o l l owed
up  w i th  a  campa ign  ca l l i ng  f o r  the  c l osu re
o f  the  in te rnment  camps .  To  da te ,  the
‘F ree  X in j i ang  De ta inees ’  pe t i t i on  has
been  s i gned  by  more  than  323,000 peop le
a round  the  wo r ld  and  Amnes t y
In te rna t i ona l ’ s  na t i ona l  t eams  in  10
count r i e s  have  he ld  pe t i t i on  handove r
even ts .  
Pak i s tan :  Amnes t y  In te rna t i ona l
success fu l l y  campa igned  fo r  the  acqu i t t a l
and  re l ease  o f  Sha fqa t  and  Shagu f ta
Emmanue l ,  a  Ch r i s t i an  coup le ,  who  spen t
seven  yea r s  on  dea th  r ow  on  b lasphemy
cha rges .  
USA:  Decode  Su rve i l l ance  NYC saw more
than  7 ,000 Amnes t y  In te rna t i ona l
suppo r te r s  f r om 144 count r i e s  map
15,000 su r ve i l l ance  cameras  ac ross  New
York  C i t y  wh ich  can  be  used  by  the  NYPD
to  t r ack  peop le  us ing  f ac ia l  r ecogn i t i on
so f twa re .  The  resu l t s  o f  the  innova t i ve
p ro jec t  he lped  campa igne r s  push  l oca l
l eg i s l a to r s  f o r  a  ban  on  the  use  o f  the
d i sc r im ina to r y  t echno logy .  
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https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2021-03-22-danger-and-despair-in-madagascar-president-rajoelina-opts-for-miracle-cure-over-covid-19-vaccine/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/campaigns/2021/10/think-you-cant-change-the-world-you-already-have/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/pol10/3202/2021/en/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/05/amnesty-international-wins-webby-award-for-multimedia-tear-gas-project/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/press-release/2021/02/global-fresh-evidence-of-police-misuse-of-tear-gas-leading-to-protesters-deaths-and-injuries-updated-investigative-website/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/press-release/2021/02/global-fresh-evidence-of-police-misuse-of-tear-gas-leading-to-protesters-deaths-and-injuries-updated-investigative-website/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/press-release/2021/02/global-fresh-evidence-of-police-misuse-of-tear-gas-leading-to-protesters-deaths-and-injuries-updated-investigative-website/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/press-release/2021/02/global-fresh-evidence-of-police-misuse-of-tear-gas-leading-to-protesters-deaths-and-injuries-updated-investigative-website/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/press-release/2021/07/burundi-release-of-germain-rukuki-a-victory-for-human-rights/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/press-release/2021/06/china-draconian-repression-of-muslims-in-xinjiang-amounts-to-crimes-against-humanity/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/10/china-un-must-act-on-xinjiang-atrocities-after-petition-shows-mass-global-outrage/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/06/pakistan-acquittal-of-couple-on-death-row-for-sending-blasphemous-texts-delivers-long-awaited-justice-2/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/06/scale-new-york-police-facial-recognition-revealed/


Nepa l :  A f te r  the  l aunch  o f  Amnes t y
In te rna t i ona l ’ s  r epo r t ,  “S t rugg l ing  t o
b rea the” :  The  second  wave  o f  Cov id -19  in
Nepa l ,  wh ich  was  f o l l owed  by  sus ta ined
campa ign ing  and  advocacy  in i t i a t i ves ,  the
Japanese  gove rnment  dona ted  1 .6  mi l l i on
vacc ines  t o  Nepa l ,  Bhutan  dona ted
230,000 and  the  UK dona ted  130,000
doses .  
N ige r i a :  The  Cou r t  o f  Jus t i ce  o f  the
Economic  Communi t y  o f  Wes t  A f r i can
Sta tes  (ECOWAS)  g ran ted  an  o rde r  t o
p roh ib i t  N ige r i an  au tho r i t i e s  f r om
prosecu t ing  anyone  us ing  Tw i t t e r  i n  the
count r y .  Th i s  v i c to r y  f o r  f r eedom o f
exp ress i on  came a f te r  Amnes t y
In te rna t i ona l  he lped  N ige r i an  NGO,  the
Soc io -Economic  R igh t s  and  Accountab i l i t y
P ro jec t  (SERAP) ,  t o  b r ing  a  case  aga ins t
the  N ige r i an  au tho r i t i e s  ove r  the i r  th rea t
to  p rosecu te  anyone  us ing  Tw i t t e r  a f t e r
they  imp lemented  a  b lanke t  ban  on  the
soc ia l  p l a t f o rm in  June .  

N ica ragua :  A f te r  more  than  two  yea r s
l ocked  up  in  an  immig ra t i on  de ten t i on
fac i l i t y  i n  Ca l i f o rn ia  whe re  she  was  abused
and  den ied  access  t o  adequa te  med ica l
ca re ,  Maura  Mar t ínez ,  a  t r ansgende r
woman who  f l ed  f r om d i sc r im ina t i on  and
v io l ence  in  N ica ragua ,  was  f ina l l y  f r eed  in
Ju l y .  Thanks  t o  a  g l oba l  campa ign  by
Amnes t y  In te rna t i ona l  and  pa r tne r
o rgan i za t i ons ,  she  i s  now f r ee  and  ab le  t o
l i ve  in  the  USA wh i l e  she  awa i t s  the
ad jud ica t i on  o f  he r  asy lum c la im.  
Honduras :  On  5  Ju l y  2021,  a  cou r t  i n
Honduras  conv ic ted  Dav id  Cas t i l l o ,  the
fo rmer  manage r  o f  the  company
Desa r ro l l o s  Ene rgé t i cos  and  the  pe r son  in
cha rge  o f  the  Agua  Za rca  hyd roe lec t r i c
p ro j ec t ,  o f  pa r t i c ipa t ing  in  the  2016
murde r  o f  the  human r i gh t s  de fende r  Be r ta
Cáce res .  
Denmark :  In  ea r l y  2021,  the  Dan i sh
gove rnment  p roposed  a  d ra f t  l aw  to
pa r l i ament  g ran t ing  po l i ce  the  power  t o
i s sue  a  “secu r i t y - c rea t ing  assembly  ban”
i f  a  g roup  o f  peop le  exh ib i t ed  “ insecu r i t y -
inc i t ing  behav iou r” .  Amnes t y  Denmark  and
pa r tne r s  success fu l l y  p reven ted  the  Dan i sh
gove rnment  f r om pass ing  the  l aw ,  wh ich
wou ld  have  pu t  undue  res t r i c t i ons  on  the
r i gh t  t o  p ro tes t .   

J U L Y  

Afghan i s tan :  Fo l l ow ing  the  co l l apse  o f  the
Afghan i s tan  gove rnment  a f t e r  the  Ta l iban
se i zed  power  in  mid -Augus t  2021,  Amnes t y
In te rna t i ona l  r e sea rche r s  con t inue  to
inves t i ga te  a t r oc i t i e s  commi t ted  by  the  g roup
and  we re  ab le  t o  ve r i f y  two  massac res  o f
Haza ra  peop le  in  the  p rov inces  o f  Ghazn i  and
Daykund i  by  Ta l iban  f i gh te r s .  These  r epo r t s
we re  among  the  f i r s t  e v idence  tha t  the
Ta l iban  con t inued  to  pe r secu te  marg ina l i zed
communi t i e s  in  A fghan i s tan  as  they  t ook
con t ro l  o f  the  count r y .  Amnes t y  In te rna t i ona l
a l so  pub l i shed  power fu l  t e s t imony  f r om g i r l s
who  we re  exc luded  f r om schoo l ,  amids t
ongo ing  Ta l iban  th rea t s  and  v i o l ence .  

A U G U S T  
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https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/asa31/4229/2021/en/
https://www.amnesty.org.uk/press-releases/nigeria-dozens-civil-society-groups-demand-end-twitter-ban
https://act.amnestyusa.org/page/78531/action/1?locale=en-US
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/press-release/2021/07/honduras-conviction-of-david-castillo-is-a-step-towards-justice-but-full-truth-must-be-uncovered/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/08/afghanistan-taliban-responsible-for-brutal-massacre-of-hazara-men-new-investigation/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/press-release/2021/10/afghanistan-13-hazara-killed-by-taliban-fighters-in-daykundi-province-new-investigation/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/press-release/2021/10/afghanistan-taliban-must-allow-girls-to-return-to-school-immediately-new-testimony/


Globa l :  The  Eu ropean  Pa r l i ament ’ s  Daphne
Caruana  P r i ze  f o r  Jou rna l i sm was  awa rded  to
the  Pegasus  P ro jec t ,  wh ich  saw Amnes t y
pa r tne r  w i th  ma jo r  med ia  o rgan i za t i ons  t o
expose  the  vas t  sca le  o f  v i o l a t i ons
pe rpe t ra ted  th rough  sec re t i ve  cybe r
su r ve i l l ance .  The  reve la t i ons  made  g loba l
head l ines  and  l ed  t o  spywa re  company  NSO
Group  be ing  b lack l i s t ed  by  the  USA,  as  we l l
a s  t r i gge r ing  inves t i ga t i ons  in  mu l t ip l e
count r i e s ,  and  ca l l s  f o r  the  su r ve i l l ance
indus t r y  t o  be  p rope r l y  r egu la ted .  
Mo ldova :  The  pa r l i ament  o f  Mo ldova  r a t i f i ed
the  Counc i l  o f  Eu rope  Conven t i on  on  the
Preven t i on  and  Suppress i on  o f  V i o l ence
aga ins t  Women and  Domes t i c  V io l ence
( I s tanbu l  Conven t i on ) ,  open ing  the  doo r  t o
be t te r  p ro tec t i on  f o r  su r v i vo r s  o f  domes t i c
v i o l ence  and  v i o l ence  aga ins t  women.   

O C T O B E R  

Kosovo :  Fo l l ow ing  an  in te r ven t i on  f r om
Amnes t y  In te rna t i ona l ,  Aus t r i an -based
Ke lkos  Ene rgy  w i thd rew i t s  base less
de famat i on  l awsu i t s  aga ins t  env i r onmenta l
ac t i v i s t s  Shpresa  Losha j  and  Adr i a t i k
Gaca fe r i ,  who  had  pub l i c l y  r a i sed  conce rns
abou t  the  env i r onmenta l  impac t  o f
hyd ropower  p ro j ec t s .  Aus t r i an -based  Ke lkos
Ene rgy  was  us ing  these  l awsu i t s  t o
in t im ida te  and  s i l ence  Shpresa  and  Adr i a t i k
f r om speak ing  ou t .  
Tu rkey :  A  cou r t  acqu i t t ed  18  s tuden ts  and
an  academic  who  had  been  p rosecu ted  fo r
t ak ing  pa r t  i n  a  peace fu l  campus -based
Pr ide  pa rade  in  Anka ra  in  May  2019,  wh ich
was  met  w i th  po l i ce  us ing  peppe r  sp ray ,
p las t i c  bu l l e t s  and  tea r  gas .  The  case  o f  the
METU s tuden ts  was  pa r t  o f  Amnes t y
In te rna t i ona l ’ s  f l agsh ip  Wr i t e  f o r  R igh t s
campa ign  in  2020.  More  than  445,000
peop le  f r om 43 count r i e s  demanded  the i r
acqu i t t a l .  
G loba l :  Fo l l ow ing  p ressu re  f r om Amnes t y ’ s
in te rna t i ona l  and  pa r tne r  o rgan i sa t i ons ,  the
Execu t i ve  O f f i ce  o f  the  UN Sec re ta r y -
Gene ra l  announced  p lans  t o  ma ins t r eam
ch i ld ren ’ s  r i gh t s  w i th in  the  UN sys tem.  The
announcement  f o l l owed  a  success fu l  UN
s ide -even t  o rgan i sed  j o in t l y  by  Amnes t y
In te rna t i ona l  and  i t s  pa r tne r s ,  f ea tu r ing  an
address  by  Amnes t y ’ s  Sec re ta r y  Gene ra l ,
Agnes  Ca l l amard .

Gu inea  B i ssau  and  N ige r :  Gu inea  B i ssau  and
Nige r  dec la red  they  wou ld  a l l ow  ind i v idua l s
and  NGOS to  submi t  compla in t s  t o  the
Af r i can  Cou r t  on  Human and  Peop les ’
R igh t s ,  b r ing ing  the  number  o f  coun t r i e s  t o
s i gn  the  dec la ra t i on  t o  e i gh t .  

N O V E M B E R  
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Guinea :  A f te r  months  o f  campa ign ing  f r om
Amnes t y  In te rna t i ona l  and  i t s  suppo r te r s ,
p ro -democracy  ac t i v i s t  Omar  Sy l l a  was
uncond i t i ona l l y  r e l eased  on  6  Sep tember ,
the  day  a f t e r  the  mi l i t a r y  l ed  a  coup  aga ins t
P res iden t  A lpha  Conde .  Fo l l ow ing  h i s
re l ease ,  dozens  o f  po l i t i ca l  ac t i v i s t s  we re
a l so  r e l eased  and  cha rges  we re  d ropped  by
the  jud ic i a r y .  
Tun i s i a :  Resea rch  by  Amnes t y  In te rna t i ona l
he lped  to  end  the  p rac t i ce  o f  a rb i t r a r y  t r a ve l
bans  imposed  on  many  Tun i s i ans  f o l l ow ing
Pres iden t  Ka i s  Sa ied ’ s  se i zu re  o f  excep t i ona l
powers .  A f te r  Amnes t y  pub l i shed  a  s to r y  on
the  s i tua t i on ,  the  p res iden t  i s sued  a
s ta tement  on  17  Sep tember  o rde r ing  the
bo rde r  po l i ce  “no t  t o  impose  any  t r ave l  ban
on  peop le  un less  th rough  a  jud ic i a l  o rde r” .  
G loba l :  Fo l l ow ing  yea r s  o f  advocacy ,
p ressu re  and  engagement  f r om Amnes t y
In te rna t i ona l ,  the  Human R igh t s  Counc i l
r ecogn i zed  the  R igh t  t o  a  Sa fe  C lean  Hea l thy
and  Sus ta inab le  Env i r onment  and  c rea ted  a
Spec ia l  Rappo r teu r  on  Human R igh t s  and
C l imate  Change  –  an  emphat i c  s ta tement
l ead ing  up  to  COP26 abou t  the  l i nk  be tween
human r i gh t s  and  the  env i r onmenta l  c r i s i s .    
Cen t ra l  A f r i can  Repub l i c :  Two  men
suspec ted  o f  c r imes  aga ins t  human i t y
Mahamat  Sa id  Abde l  Kan i  and  Eugene  Ba r re t
Nga ikosse t  we re  f ina l l y  a r r es ted ,  w i th
Nga ikosse t  p laced  in  cus tody  by  the  Spec ia l
C r im ina l  Cou r t  (SCC) .  I t  was  the  f i r s t  t ime
the  SCC pub l i c l y  named  a  suspec t  and  i t
came a f te r  Amnes t y  In te rna t i ona l  ca l l ed  f o r
the  SCC to  add ress  i t s  l ack  o f  t r anspa rency .   

S E P T E M B E R  

https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/10/eu-pegasus-project-prize-win-highlights-importance-of-media-freedom/
https://www.amnesty.eu/news/kosovo-baseless-lawsuits-against-environmental-activists-dropped-in-victory-for-freedom-of-expression/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/10/turkey-welcome-acquittal-of-all-pride-participants-a-victory-that-should-never-have-been-necessary/
https://www.african-court.org/wpafc/the-republic-of-guinea-bissau-becomes-the-eighth-country-to-deposit-a-declaration-under-article-346-of-the-protocol-establishing-the-court/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/campaigns/2021/02/oumar-sylla/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/08/tunisia-president-must-lift-arbitrary-travel-bans/
https://www.facebook.com/amna.guellali/posts/10159239170186041
https://cps-rca.cf/actualites/Comparution-initiale-d-Euga.ne-NGAIKOSSET-devant-la-CPS/94/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/afr19/3185/2020/en/
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I C C  R E P O R T
F A I R N E S S  A N D  B A L A N C E

I t  has  been  th ree  yea r s  s ince
then  P rosecu to r  t o  the
In te rna t i ona l  C r im ina l  Cou r t
( ICC) ,  Fa tou  Bensouda ,  opened  a
p re l im ina r y  examina t i on  t o  the
Ph i l ipp ine  S i tua t i on  conce rn ing
the  c r imes  a l l eged l y  commi t ted  in
the  con tex t  o f  the  War  on  Drugs
campa ign  tha t  was  l aunched  by
the  Ph i l i pp ine  Gove rnment  in
2016.  S ince  then ,  the  ICC  has
c lose l y  f o l l owed  the  s i tua t i on  in
the  Ph i l i pp ines ,  wh ich  has  ea rned
them numerous  a t t acks  coming
f rom the  Dute r te  admin i s t r a t i on ’ s
a rden t  f o l l owe rs  and  even  f r om
the  Ph i l i pp ine  Gove rnment  i t se l f .
These  a t t acks ,  wh ich  a re  o f t en
base less ,  r ange  f r om ques t i on ing
the  in teg r i t y  o f  the  Cou r t  t o  more
pe r sona l  ones  t a rge t ing  the
pe r sona l i t i e s  o f  the  Cou r t
inc lud ing  Fa tou  Bensouda .  Ye t
desp i t e  the  c r i t i c i sms  and
a t tacks ,  the  ICC  s tood  i t s  g round
and  on  Sep tember  15 ,  2021,  the
Pre - t r i a l  Chamber  I  f o rma l l y
au tho r i zed  the  commencement  o f
the  inves t i ga t i on  in to  the
S i tua t i on  in  the  Ph i l i pp ines ,  in
re l a t i on  t o  c r imes  a l l eged l y
commi t ted  in  the  Ph i l i pp ines
be tween  1  November  2011 and
16 March  2019,  in  the  con tex t  o f
the  so -ca l l ed  ‘wa r  on  d rugs ’
campa ign .   

In  h i s  s t a tement  tha t  was  r e l eased  on  Oc tobe r  7 ,
2021 fo l l ow ing  the  jud ic i a l  au tho r i za t i on  t o
commence  an  inves t i ga t i on  on  the  Ph i l i pp ine
S i tua t i on ,  new ly  appo in ted  p rosecu to r  Ka r im A .A .
Khan  QC sa id  tha t  wh i l e  h i s  inves t i ga t i on  w i l l  seek
to  uncove r  the  t ru th  and  a im to  ensu re
accountab i l i t y ,  he  w i l l  “ rema in  w i l l i ng  t o
cons t ruc t i ve l y  engage  w i th  na t i ona l  au tho r i t i e s  in
acco rdance  w i th  the  p r inc ip le  o f  complementa r i t y
and  ou r  ob l i ga t i ons  unde r  the  S ta tu te .”  Wi th  a l l
e yes  on  the  Cou r t  and  th i s  ma jo r  deve lopment  on
the  Ph i l i pp ine  S i tua t i on ,  the  O f f i ce  o f  the
Prosecu to r  a f f i rmed  to  the  pub l i c  tha t  they  a re
commi t ted  in  upho ld ing  the  f a i rness  o f  the  Cou r t
and  i t s  p roceed ings .    



Whi le  the  dec i s i on  o f  the  OTP
to  t empora r i l y  suspend  i t s
inves t i ga t i on  was  r ece i ved
unfavo rab l y  by  the  pub l i c  due
to  i t s  po ten t i a l  impac t  in  the
s t rugg le  f o r  j us t i ce ,  i t  a l so
re f l ec t s  the  f a i rness  o f  the
Cour t  and  i t s  cons i s ten t
pu rsu i t  o f  j us t i ce  w i thou t  f ea r
o r  f a vo r .  The  Cou r t  r ema ins
impar t i a l  and  independent ,
un fazed  by  po l i t i ca l  p ressu re
and  c r i t i c i sms .  The  de fe r r a l
r eques t  wou ld  no t  be  the  l a s t
t ac t i c  tha t  the  Gove rnment  w i l l
use  t o  de lay  the  inves t i ga t i ons
a t  the  ICC ,  bu t  we  ea rnes t l y
hope  tha t  the  ICC  rema ins  a
cou r t  o f  Jus t i ce  f o r  v i c t ims  o f
human r i gh t s  v i o l a t i ons  and
the i r  f ami l i e s .  
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Hence  i t  shou ld  no t  come as  a  su rp r i se  when
Prosecu to r  Khan  dec ided  to  t empora r i l y
suspend  i t s  inves t i ga t i on  ac t i v i t i e s  a f t e r
r ece i v ing  the  Ph i l i pp ine  Gove rnment ’ s  de fe r r a l
r eques t  on  November  10 ,  2021.  The  reques t
came a  month  a f t e r  a  l e t t e r  con ta in ing  the
dec i s i on  t o  au tho r i ze  an  inves t i ga t i on  was
rece i ved  by  the  gove rnment  on  Oc tobe r  6 ,
2021.  In  the  de fe r r a l  r eques t  s i gned  by  Amb.
J .  Edua rdo  Ma laya ,  the  Ph i l i pp ines  ambassado r
to  The  Ne the r l ands ,  the  Ph i l i pp ine  Gove rnment
s ta ted  tha t  i t  i s  i nves t i ga t ing  o r  has
inves t i ga ted  i t s  na t i ona l s  o r  o the r s  w i th in  i t s
ju r i sd ic t i on  w i th  r espec t  t o  the  a l l eged  c r imes
aga ins t  human i t y  o f  murde r  commi t ted
th roughout  the  Ph i l i pp ines  be tween  Ju l y  1 ,
2016 to  March  16 ,  2019 in  the  con tex t  o f  the
so -ca l l ed  War  on  Drugs  campa ign ,  as  we l l  a s  in
the  Davao  a rea  be tween  November  1 ,  2011 to
June  30 ,  2016.  On  th i s  bas i s ,  and  in
acco rdance  w i th  A r t i c l e  18  (2 )  o f  the  Rome
Sta tu te ,  the  Ph i l i pp ine  Gove rnment  r eques ted
tha t  the  P rosecu to r  de fe r  i t s  inves t i ga t i ons  and
proceed ings  t o  the  Ph i l i pp ine  Gove rnment .  

On  November  18 ,  2021,  P rosecu to r  Khan
no t i f i ed  the  P re - t r i a l  Chamber  I  o f  the
Ph i l ipp ine  Gove rnment ’ s  de fe r r a l  r eques t .
S tay ing  t rue  t o  h i s  commi tment  o f  f a i rness  and
accountab i l i t y ,  the  P rosecu to r  announced  tha t
a  S ta te  r eques t ing  de fe r r a l  mus t  p rov ide
in fo rmat i on  conce rn ing  i t s  inves t i ga t i ons  t o
suppo r t  i t s  r eques t .  The  in fo rmat i on  mus t
demons t ra te  tha t  the  Gove rnment  i s  genu ine l y
tak ing  conc re te  and  p rog ress i ve  ac t i ons  in
inves t i ga t ing  the  c r imes  tha t  f a l l  w i th in  the
scope  o f  the  au tho r i zed  ICC  inves t i ga t i on .  Wi th
the  submiss i on  o f  the  de fe r r a l  r eques t ,
inves t i ga t i ons  conce rn ing  mat te r s  tha t  we re
ment i oned  in  the  r eques t  a re  t empora r i l y
suspended  as  pe r  the  OTP ’s  ob l i ga t i ons  unde r
the  S ta tu te  and  p rac t i ce  in  s im i l a r  s i tua t i ons .
Desp i t e  the  announcement  o f  t empora r y
suspens ion  in  inves t i ga t i ons ,  the  OTP assu red
the  pub l i c  i t  w i l l  con t inue  to  ana l y ze
in fo rmat i on  tha t  a re  a l r eady  in  the i r
possess i on  and  new in fo rmat i on  i t  may  r ece i ve
f r om th i rd  pa r t i e s .  The  Of f i ce  wou ld  a l so
con t inue  to  assess  the  s i tua t i on  in  the
Ph i l ipp ines  and  conduc t  necessa r y
inves t i ga t i ve  s teps  t o  p rese r ve  ev idence
re la ted  to  the  c r imes  commi t ted .   
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W H A T  I S  Y O U R  E X P E R T I S E  A S  A  B O A R D  M E M B E R ?  
My s t r eng ths  a re  w i th in  the  ambi t  o f  po l i c ymak ing ,  pa ra l ega l ,
l ea rn ing  and  t r a in ing  f ac i l i t a t i on  on  gende r  and  deve lopment  o r
gende r  ma ins t r eaming ,  and  modu le  w r i t i ng  on  human r i gh t s -
r e l a ted  educa t i on .

H O W  H A S  Y O U R  J O U R N E Y  W I T H  A I P H  B E E N ?  
My jou rney  has  been  l ibe ra t ing ,  empower ing ,  in te r sec t i ona l ,  and
h igh l y  p rog ress i ve .  As  someone  who  g rew  up  in  a  h igh l y
pa t r i a rcha l  and  cu l tu ra l l y  Mus l im-domina ted  town  in  the
Southe rn  pa r t  o f  the  Ph i l i pp ines ,  I  though t  I  had  to  r econc i l e
l ea rned  cu l tu res  and  behav io r s  tha t  a re  incons i s ten t  w i th  human
r i gh t s -based  ideo log ies .  Howeve r ,  I  r ea l i zed  how complex  human
r i gh t s  ac t i v i sm i s ,  and  th rough  Amnes t y ,  I  knew tha t
reconc i l i a t i on  was  no t  some so r t  o f  a  t i cke t  f o r  me  to  have  a
be t te r  mora l  compass .  The  l e ve l  o f  d i sce rnment  tha t  I  had  to
consc ious l y  hone  go t  me  whe re  I  am now as  an  ac t i v i s t .

ROCKYROCKY
RINABOR,RINABOR,

CHAIRPERSONCHAIRPERSON

W H A T  I S  Y O U R  F O N D E S T  M E M O R Y  W I T H  A I P H ?
My fondes t  memory  i s  when  I  o rgan i zed  A IPh  ARMM and  se r ved  as  i t s  Reg iona l  Coo rd ina to r .  I t
a l l owed  me to  wo rk  w i th  o the r  r eg iona l  f o rmat i ons  and  o rgan i za t i ons  ou t s ide  o f  A IPh .

W H A T  C O N T R I B U T I O N S  C A N  W E  E X P E C T  F R O M  Y O U  A S  A  B O A R D  M E M B E R  I N  T H E  C O M I N G  Y E A R ?
The  o rgan i za t i on  can  expec t  my  commi tment  t o  s t r eng then ing  a  pa r t i c ipa t i ve  and  in teg ra t i ve
l eade r sh ip ,  due  d i l i gence  to  do  a l l  r equ i r ed  Boa rd  wo rk ,  and  a l l  o the r  competenc ies  incumbent  
upon  me.
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We asked our  new board  about  the i r

fondes t  AIPh memor ies ,  the i r  exper t i se ,

and p lanned cont r ibut ions ,  and more .

Let ' s  hear  what  they  have  to  say !
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W H A T  I S  Y O U R  E X P E R T I S E  A S  A  B O A R D  M E M B E R ?  
St ra teg ic  p lann ing ,  mon i to r ing  and  eva lua t i on ;
communica t i ons

H O W  H A S  Y O U R  J O U R N E Y  W I T H  A I P H  B E E N ?  
Jou rney  i s  go ing  g rea t !  I  j o ined  A IPh  when  i t  was  f ac ing
many  o rgan i za t i ona l  cha l l enges  bu t  we  we re  ab le  t o  hu rd le
them.  Thus  we  have  a  s t r ong  and  hea l thy  o rgan i za t i on
wh ich  se r ves  as  a  f ounda t i on  f o r  enhanced  human r i gh t s
wo rk .  Hope  we  con t inue  to  ma in ta in  a  hea l thy  A IPh  so  we
can  ac t  on  human r i gh t s  i s sues  and  ach ieve  more  and  l ong
te rm w ins  f o r  human d ign i t y  and  jus t i ce .

W H A T  I S  Y O U R  F O N D E S T  M E M O R Y  W I T H  A I P H ?
Fondes t  memor ies  a re  mee t ings  w i th  members  and  s ta f f  o f  A IPh  whe re  we  sha re  s to r i e s  o f
ac t i v i sm and  the  impac t  o f  ou r  wo rk .  I  a l so  l i ke  d i scuss ions  abou t  cha l l enges  and  how we
a r r i ve  a t  poss ib le  r eso lu t i ons  and  ac t i ons  t o  make  a  d i f f e rence  in  peop les '  l i v es .  And  o f
cou rse ,  I  l o ve  r ead ing  the  "w ins "  o r  impac t  o f  wo rk  o f  the  g l oba l  Amnes t y .

W H A T  C O N T R I B U T I O N S  C A N  W E  E X P E C T  F R O M  Y O U  A S  A  B O A R D  M E M B E R  I N  T H E  C O M I N G
Y E A R ?
I  th ink  I  can  make  con t r ibu t i ons  in  po l i c ymak ing  as  a  Boa rd  member ;  he lp  enhance  Growth
work  as  V ice  Cha i r ;  and  may  ac t  as  r esou rce  pe r son  on  human r i gh t s  educa t i on  on  economic ,
soc ia l  and  cu l tu ra l  r i gh t s ;  and  a l so  do  ac t i v i sm by  w r i t ing  l e t t e r s  and  s i gn ing  pe t i t i ons .

DR. AURORA PARONG,DR. AURORA PARONG,
VICE-VICE-CHAIRPERSONCHAIRPERSON

W H A T  I S  Y O U R  E X P E R T I S E  A S  A  B O A R D  M E M B E R ?  
As  an  ind i v idua l  f r om the  co rpo ra te  wo r ld ,  my  backg round  spans  f r om
organ i za t i ona l  deve lopment  w i th  f ocus  on  human resou rce  p rocesses
and  pe r fo rmance  management  t o  f inance  and  account ing ,  inves tment
bank ing ,  en t i t y  fund ing  and  ope ra t i ons  management .

H O W  H A S  Y O U R  J O U R N E Y  W I T H  A I P H  B E E N ?  
Be ing  in  the  o rgan i za t i on  f o r  qu i t e  a  wh i l e  and  be ing  engaged  in
va r i ous  r o l es ,  i t  has  a lways  been  a  l ea rn ing  j ou rney  w i th  A IPH.  You
ge t  t o  l ea rn  new ideas  and  pe r spec t i ve  on  eve r y  r o l e  you  take  in  A IPH
and  eve r y  engagement  and  in te rac t i on  espec ia l l y  w i th  peop le  who
sha re  the  same va lues  in  p ro tec t ing  and  de fend ing  human r i gh t s  and
human d ign i t y .

W H A T  I S  Y O U R  F O N D E S T  M E M O R Y  W I T H  A I P H ?
Genera l  membersh ip  and  reg iona l  mee t ings  a re  a lways  f o r  the  books

W H A T  C O N T R I B U T I O N S  C A N  W E  E X P E C T  F R O M  Y O U  A S  A  B O A R D  M E M B E R  I N  T H E  C O M I N G  Y E A R ?
Whi le  we  go t  so  many  th ings  go ing  on  in  ou r  own  pe r sona l  and  p ro fess i ona l  l i ves ,  t ime  and
commi tment  ( co l l ec t i ve l y )  shou ld  be  the  ve r y  bas ic  expec ta t i on  in  th i s  new unde r tak ing .  Nex t  i s
cando r  as  we  shou ld  no t  be  a f r a id  t o  cha l l enge  the  ex i s t ing  t r ends  and  p rac t i ces ,  t o  ask  d i f f i cu l t
ques t i ons  and  to  speak  up .

BADHONGBADHONG
LORENZANA,LORENZANA,

SECRETARYSECRETARY
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W H A T  I S  Y O U R  E X P E R T I S E  A S  A  B O A R D  M E M B E R ?  
Bebeng  has  decades  o f  expe r i ence  in  account ing  and
f inance  and  a  Bache lo r ’ s  deg ree  in  account ing ;  She  i s
a l so  pa r t  o f  A IPH’s  in te rna l  aud i t  commi t tee .  She  has
had  t r a in ing  f o r  human r i gh t s ,  campa ign  essen t i a l s
t r an ing ,  and  coach ing  and  mento r ing .

H O W  H A S  Y O U R  J O U R N E Y  W I T H  A I P H  B E E N ?  
She  was  f o rma l l y  employed  w i th  A IPH fo r  nea r l y  e i gh t  yea r s ,  a f t e r  wh ich  she  con t inued  to  be  an
ac t i ve  member—most  no tab le  conduc t ing  qua r te r l y  aud i t s  f o r  the  in te rna l  aud i t  commi t tee .  

W H A T  C O N T R I B U T I O N S  C A N  W E  E X P E C T  F R O M  Y O U  A S  A  B O A R D  M E M B E R  I N  T H E  C O M I N G  Y E A R ?
Apar t  f r om he r  expe r t i se ,  she  w i l l  a l so  be  a t t end ing  BOD meet ings  and  execu t ing  BOD tasks .  

BENG SATOR,BENG SATOR,
TREASURERTREASURER

W H A T  I S  Y O U R  E X P E R T I S E  A S  A  B O A R D  M E M B E R ?  
I  be l i e ve  I  wo rk  s t r ong l y  in  the  a reas  o f  l eade r sh ip  deve lopment
and  team management .

H O W  H A S  Y O U R  J O U R N E Y  W I T H  A I P H  B E E N ?  
My jou rney  w i th  A IPh  has  been  fu l f i l l i ng  and  empower ing .  Eve r y
yea r ,  the re  a re  new th ings  t o  l ea rn  and  s to r i e s  t o  sha re .  I t ' s
wa rming  to  see  how ou r  e f f o r t s  g row  and  c rea te  an  impac t  f o r
o the r s .

W H A T  I S  Y O U R  F O N D E S T  M E M O R Y  W I T H  A I P H ?
Back  when  I  was  a  g roup  o f f i ce r ,  we  had  an  o f f i ce r s '  mee t ing
eve r y  Wednesday  n igh t .  Even  though  i t ' s  week l y ,  we  we re  a lways
th r i l l ed  t o  mee t  and  sha re  the  th ings  we ' ve  accompl i shed  du r ing
the  p rev i ous  week .  

W H A T  C O N T R I B U T I O N S  C A N  W E  E X P E C T  F R O M  Y O U  A S  A  B O A R D  M E M B E R  I N  T H E  C O M I N G  Y E A R ?
I  can  con t r ibu te  in  Human R igh t s  Educa t i on ,  comple t i on  o f  Leade r sh ip  Deve lopment  p rog ram
des ign  and  modu les ,  and  max imiz ing  the  engagement  o f  ou r  you th  by  p rov id ing  l ea rn ing  and
deve lopment  oppo r tun i t i e s  tha t  can  he lp  enhance  the i r  sk i l l  se t  a s  a  Human R igh t s  De fende r .

MIAMIA
TONOGBANUA,TONOGBANUA,

YOUTH BOARDYOUTH BOARD
MEMBERMEMBER
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W H A T  I S  Y O U R  E X P E R T I S E  A S  A  B O A R D  M E M B E R ?  
Hind i  naman ako  expe r t .  Pe ro  sa  ak ing  pa lagay ,  ang  ak ing
ka lakasan  ay  nasa  communi t y  o rgan i z ing  o r  deve lopment
wo rk .  Ang  mahaba  kong  ka ranasan  sa  pag -oo rgan i sa  ay
maaa r ing  makapag -ambag  sa  pagpapapa lakas  ng  k i lusan
pa ra  sa  ka rapa tang  pan tao  na  s i yang  adbokas i ya  a t  adh ika in
ng  A IPh .

H O W  H A S  Y O U R  J O U R N E Y  W I T H  A I P H  B E E N ?  
Sa  ak ing  pa lagay ,  nasa  p roseso  pa  ako  nang  mu l ing
pag re rev i t a l i ze  ng  engagement  sa  A IPh  mula  sa  pag ig ing
low-key /p ro f i l e  member  ng  A IPh  a t  mu l ing  pagk i l a l a  sa  mga
proseso /ku l tu ra  na  es tab l i shed  a t  nakasanayan ,  p r i o r i t y
goa l s  a t  sa  mga  kasama sa  A IPh .

 

W H A T  I S  Y O U R  F O N D E S T  M E M O R Y  W I T H  A I P H ?
Maraming  mga  nag ing  we l l -mean ing  a t  commi t ted  na  mga  kasama na  maaga  kong  na - judged  b i l ang
‘ca ree r -o r i en ted ’  l ang .  Hahaha .  A t  l eas t  they  p roved  me  wrong  and  judgmenta l .   F r i ends  and
comrades  in  A IPh ,  a t  yung  mga  vo lun tee r s  na  nasa  mga  reg ions ,  s i l a  t a l aga  ang  puso  a t  l akas  ng
AIPh  eve r  s ince .

W H A T  C O N T R I B U T I O N S  C A N  W E  E X P E C T  F R O M  Y O U  A S  A  B O A R D  M E M B E R  I N  T H E  C O M I N G  Y E A R ?
Ambag?  Pa t i  ba  naman ang  A IPh  naghahanap  ng  ambag?  Hahaha .  Se r i ous l y ,  gaya  ng  nabangg i t  ko ,
maaa r i  akong  mag -ambag  ng  ka lakasan  sa  pag -oo rgan i sa ,  educa t i on  ( ka i l angan  na t in  pa ramih in
ang  HRE wa r r i o r s  dah i l  sa  ka lagayan  ng  HR ngayon )  a t  sa  iba  pang  mga  bagong  l a rangan  na
t ina tahak  (based  sa  NSP)  i . e .  c l imate  and  human r i gh t s ,  women and  c l imate  jus t i ce .

  DEREK CABE,DEREK CABE,
MEMBER-AT-LARGEMEMBER-AT-LARGE

W H A T  I S  Y O U R  E X P E R T I S E  A S  A  B O A R D  M E M B E R ?  
Vo lun tee r  management  &  deve lopment ;  c l imate  jus t i ce  &
env i r onment ;  Pa r t i c ipa to r y  Mon i to r y  &  Eva lua t i on ;  and  OD.

H O W  H A S  Y O U R  J O U R N E Y  W I T H  A I P H  B E E N ?  
Good  so  f a r ,  e spec ia l l y  on  r e l ea rn ing  Human R igh t s
Educa t i on .

W H A T  I S  Y O U R  F O N D E S T  M E M O R Y  W I T H  A I P H ?
Wr i t ing  l e t t e r s / ac t i v i sm in  the  mid -1980s ;  d i scuss ions  on
the  eve r -chang ing  Human R igh t s  ho r i zon .

JUDAHJUDAH
ALIPOSA,ALIPOSA,

MEMBER-AT-LARGEMEMBER-AT-LARGE
W H A T  C O N T R I B U T I O N S  C A N  W E  E X P E C T  F R O M  Y O U  A S  A
B O A R D  M E M B E R  I N  T H E  C O M I N G  Y E A R ?
I  w i l l  app l y  my  f i e lds  o f  e xpe r t i se  th i s  coming  yea r .  
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Change  adds  up .  One  s i gna tu re  adds  on to
ano the r ,  one  l e t t e r  adds  on to  ano the r  l e t t e r ,
e ve r y  ind i v idua l ’ s  ac t i ons  adds  on to  ano the r
ind i v idua l ’ s  ac t i ons—and toge the r ,  a l l  o f
these  add  on to  the  change  we  hope  fo r .  Th i s
i s  the  p remise  o f  Wr i t e  f o r  R igh t s  when  i t
f i r s t  began  in  Po land  in  2001.  20  yea r s  l a te r ,
the  l e t t e r s  we  sen t  have  f r eed  p r i sone r s  o f
consc ience ,  ach ieved  jus t i ce  f o r  those
abused ,  and  have  p roved  tha t  ca r ing  and
work ing  t oge the r  can  make  a  d i f f e rence ,  even
in  the  l i ves  o f  those  we  have  ye t  t o  mee t .  

Th i s  yea r  aga in ,  Amnes t y  In te rna t i ona l
members  and  ac t i v i s t s  a l l  o ve r  the  wo r ld
gea red  up  and  took  on  Wr i t e  f o r  R igh t s ,
sha r ing  10  s to r i e s  o f  b rave  human r i gh t s
de fende rs  us ing  the i r  own  vo ices  and  wo rds  t o
c rea te  change  in  the i r  own  communi t i e s .  He re
in  the  Ph i l i pp ines ,  we  ca r r i ed  the  s to r i e s  o f
Wendy ,  Janna ,  Rung ,  Be rna rdo ,  and  Sphe re .  
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Wendy  Ga la r za  i s  a  f emin i s t  and  women ’s  r i gh t s  ac t i v i s t  f r om
Mex ico .  Jus t  in  2020,  wh i l e  a t t end ing  a  p ro tes t  demand ing
jus t i ce  f o r  the  murde r  o f  a  woman named A lex i s ,  Wendy
su f fe red  f r om bu l l e t  wounds  f r om gunsho t s  f i r ed  by  the  po l i ce
in to  the  a i r .  Th rough  messages  o f  suppo r t  t o  he r
(#ShoutFo rWendy ,  #Gr i t oPo rWendy ) ,  and  l e t t e r s  add ressed  to
the  Mex ican  au tho r i t i e s ,  we  sha red  in  he r  ca l l  f o r  p rope r  and
tho rough  inves t i ga t i ons  in  he r  case ,  and  in  the  cases  o f  women
k i l l i ngs  tha t  have  become p reva len t  in  he r  coun t r y .  

She  was  on l y  seven  yea r s  o ld  when  Janna  J ihad  f r om the
Occup ied  Pa les t in i an  Te r r i t o r i e s  (OPT)  f i r s t  p i cked  up  he r
mothe r ’ s  phone  to  document  the  murde r  o f  he r  unc le  by  the
I s rae l i  m i l i t a r y .  S ince  then ,  she  has  made  i t  he r  pe r sona l
conv ic t i on  t o  show the  wo r ld  the  r ac i s t  b ru ta l i t y  he r  communi t y
expe r i ences  a t  the  hands  o f  I s r ae l i  f o rces  eve r y  day .  Janna  i s
15  now,  and  has  endured  ha rassment  and  th rea t s  f o r  he r
de te rmina t i on  t o  t e l l  the  t ru th .  To  show he r  we  s tand  by  he r ,  we
sen t  he r  pho tos  o f  handwr i t t en  messages  o f  suppo r t ,  wh i l e
ca l l i ng  on  the  I s rae l i  au tho r i t i e s  t o  p ro tec t  he r  and  o the r
Pa les t in i an  ch i ld ren  f r om v io l ence  and  d i sc r im ina t i on .  

Rung  Panusaya  i s  a  p ro tes t  l eade r ,  and  a  s tuden t .  In  Tha i l and ,
she  and  he r  f r i ends  a re  seen  and  t r ea ted  as  c r im ina l s  by  the
Tha i  au tho r i t i e s  f o r  s imp ly  speak ing  the i r  m ind ,  demand ing
soc ia l  and  po l i t i ca l  change ,  and  da r ing  t o  d ream a  be t te r  fu tu re
fo r  the i r  coun t r y .  Rung  and  o the r  peace fu l  p ro tes te r s  have  been
repea ted l y  a r r es ted  and  th rown  in  j a i l .  Thank fu l l y ,  Rung  has
been  re l eased  as  o f  l a te ,  bu t  she  and  o the r  Tha i  human r i gh t s
de fende rs  r ema in  a t - r i sk .  We  sen t  Rung  s t r eng th  th rough  pho tos
and  d raw ings  o f  r a inbows ,  and  demanded  f r om the  Tha i
au tho r i t i e s  t o  s top  t a rge t ing  peace fu l  p ro tes te r s .

Be rna rdo  Caa l  Xo l  i s  a  member  o f  the  Maya  Q ’eqch i ’  i n
Gua tema la .  He  has  spen t  h i s  l i f e  f i gh t ing  t o  p rese r ve  the
cu l tu re  and  p ro tec t  the  r i gh t s  o f  h i s  peop le  and  h i s  communi t y .
When  a  company  l i censed  by  the  gove rnment  dammed the i r
sac red  Cahabón  r i ve r  t o  bu i ld  two  hyd roe lec t r i c  power  p lan t s ,
Be rna rdo  and  h i s  peop le  p ro tes ted .  Because  o f  th i s ,  he  was
smeared ,  f a l se l y  accused ,  and  sen tenced  to  seven  yea r s  in
p r i son .  Ou r  pe t i t i ons  add ressed  to  the  A t to rney -Gene ra l  o f
Gua tema la  suppo r t s  the i r  ca l l  f o r  Be rna rdo ’ s  r e l ease ,  and  the
p ro tec t i on  o f  h i s  peop le ’ s  l and .  

I t ' s  been  15  yea r s  s ince  Sphe re  f i r s t  o rgan i zed  to  p ro tec t  and
upho ld  LGBTI  and  women ’s  r i gh t s  in  Kha rk i v ,  Uk ra ine .  In  2019,
ha rd - fough t ,  they  l ed  the  f i r s t - eve r  P r ide  Pa rade  in  the  c i t y ,
g i v ing  a  p la t f o rm to  a lmos t  3 ,000 peop le .  Bu t  du r ing  the
march ,  the  po l i ce  tha t  we re  s ta t i oned  to  p ro tec t  them,  tu rned
and  pa r t i c ipa ted  in  the  ha te  and  ha rassment  aga ins t  the
ga the red  ind i v idua l s .  S ince  then ,  Sphe re  has  sough t  f o r
accountab i l i t y  f r om the  o f f i ce r s ,  and  inc reased  p ro tec t i on  f o r
the  LGBTQI+  communi t y  in  Kha rk i v .  These  demands  a re  echoed
in  ou r  l e t t e r s  t o  the  au tho r i t i e s ,  and  shown ou r  suppo r t  th rough
the  many  pho tos  o f  r a inbow f l ags  sen t  t o  Sphe re

2 0 2 1  W R I T E  F O R  R I G H T S  C A S E S  
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A D A P T I N G  T O  C H A N G E :  S T O R I E S  O F
W R I T E  F O R  R I G H T S  I N  T H E  P H I L I P P I N E S
 
Wr i te  f o r  R igh t s  have  a lways  insp i r ed
c rea t i v i t y  and  innova t i on  f r om Amnes t y
members  and  suppo r te r s .  Th i s  yea r ,  howeve r ;
ou r  ac t i v i sm in  the  Ph i l i pp ines ,  f aced  the
compounded  cha l l enge  o f  an  env i r onment  tha t
i s  un f r i end l y  t owa rds  human r i gh t s ,  and  a
pandemic  tha t  l im i ted  ou r  usua l  avenues  f o r
t ak ing  ac t i on  and  sha r ing  ou r  advocacy .  Ou r
fami l i a r  f ace - to - f ace  ac t i on  boo ths ,
wo rkshops ,  and  ga the r ings  we re  a lmos t  t oo
d i f f i cu l t  t o  do ,  and  p rac t i ca l l y  imposs ib le  t o
some.  The  env i r onments ,  spaces ,  and  even
communi t i e s  tha t  we  have  cu l t i va ted  and
sus ta ined  fo r  ou r  human r i gh t s  advocacy
became inaccess ib le  and  d i s tan t .  

These  cha l l enges  may  have  s l owed  ou r  s t r ide ,
bu t  i t  d id  no t  s top  us .  Fo r  many  o f  ou r
ac t i v i s t s ,  we  s imp ly  sh i f t ed  ou r  s teps .  
We  s tud ied ,  we  exp lo red ,  and  we
expe r imented .  We  l ooked  a t  how to  c rea te
conve r sa t i ons  in  on l ine  spaces ,  how to  t ake
ac t i on  and  how to  encou rage  peop le  t o  t ake
ac t i on  on  soc ia l  med ia ,  how to  bu i ld  and
shape  v i r tua l  communi t i e s  f o r  human r i gh t s
de fende rs ,  and  to  unde rs tand  wha t  we  can
and  canno t  do—and wha t  we  have  ye t  t o  t r y .
F rom he re ,  ou r  Wr i t e  f o r  R igh t s  2021 took
shape .  

D A Y  O F  S O L I D A R I T Y :  A R T S  &  L E T T E R S
 
Hop ing  t o  b r ing  back  the  f ee l ing  o f
communi t y  b lu r r ed  by  the  pandemic ,  the  Day
o f  So l ida r i t y :  A r t s  &  Le t te r s  encou raged
ind i v idua l s  t o  pos t  the i r  a r two rk ,  sho r t
messages ,  handwr i t t en  l e t t e r s ,  and  the  l i ke
th roughout  the  day .  Sha r ing  the  same
hash tag :  #Wr i t eFo rR igh t sToday ,  we  showed
each  o the r  tha t  the re  i s  a lways  one  o the r
pe r son  tha t  be l i e ves  in  wha t  you  be l i e ve ,  and
tha t  eve r y  ac t i on  tha t  we  take  a re  connec ted .

M E M B E R S H I P  I N I T I A T I V E S  

Of  cou rse ,  any  Wr i t e  f o r  R igh t s  campa ign  can
on l y  move  fo rwa rd  w i th  the  e f f o r t  and
in i t i a t i ve  o f  Amnes t y  In te rna t i ona l  g roups ,
members  and  suppo r te r s .  Many  have  tu rned  to
soc ia l  med ia  t o  sha re  the i r  pe t i t i ons ,
messages  and  o the r  ac t i ons .  He re  a re  some o f
the  ac t i v i t i e s  sha red  w i th  us :  
 

C O M M U N I T I E S  I N  T H E  J U S T I C E  P R O J E C T  

Members  f r om ou r  communi t i e s  in  the  Jus t i ce
Pro jec t  l e f t  messages  and  w i shes  f o r  human
r i gh t s  and  ou r  Wr i t e  f o r  R igh t s  cases  on  a
Mi ro  Boa rd  ( on l ine  co l l abo ra t i on  t oo l ) .
Toge the r ,  the i r  messages  f o rmed  a  t r ee  wh ich
was  l a te r  d i sp layed  in  the  ART+Fac t  Exh ib i t .  

Members  f r om Reg ion  10A -  CDO and  Ph inma-
COC he ld  a  se r i e s  o f  s imu l taneous  ac t i v i t i e s
w i th  more  than  300 pa r t i c ipan ts ,  i nc lud ing
HRE sess i ons ,  t - sh i r t  p r in t ing ,  l e t t e r -w r i t i ng
fo r  Wr i t e  f o r  R igh t s ,  cand le  l i gh t ing ,  and  an
exh ib i t  on  the  Un i ve r sa l  Dec la ra t i on  o f
Human R igh t s .  The re  was  a l so  a  d i scuss ion
on  s t r eng then ing  r i gh t s -based  p rog rams  in
the i r  l oca l  communi t i e s ,  wh ich  was  he ld  in
the  co l l abo ra t i on  w i th  BALAOD Mindanaw,
CHR X  ,  a l ong  w i th  va r i ous  o the r  schoo l s  and
pa r tne r s .  

In  Baco lod ,  members  o f  the  l oca l  g roup
ce leb ra ted  K inaMATArong :  A  Ce leb ra t i on  o f
Human i t y  and  Human R igh t s  in  co l l abo ra t i on
w i th  d i f f e ren t  g roups  and  NGOs .  Handwr i t t en
le t t e r s  and  z ines  we re  c rea ted  showcas ing
messages  and  d raw ings  o f  so l ida r i t y  t owa rds
the  f i ve  cases  and  to  human r i gh t s  de fende rs
in  Neg ros  as  we l l .  The re  was  a l so  a  sha r ing
led  by  one  o f  the  pa r tne r s ,  w i th  p r i e s t s
re te l l i ng  the i r  s t o r i e s  o f  r e s i s t ance  du r ing  the
la te  P res iden t  Marcos '  Mar t i a l  Law and  how
the  p resen t  w i l l  be  ab le  t o  combat  h i s to r y
repea t ing  i t se l f .  
 
Th i s  yea r ,  we  have  innova ted  ou r  campa igns .
Launched  on  Human R igh t s  Day ,  the
ART+Fac t :  D ig i t a l  A r t  Exh ib i t  b rough t
toge the r  a r t i s t s  f r om d i f f e ren t  gen res  -
mus ic ,  l i t e ra tu re ,  v i sua l  and  pe r fo rmance  a r t ,
i n to  an  on l ine  space  tha t  showcases  a r two rk
e labo ra t ing  on  the  key  i s sues  o f  ou r  Wr i t e  f o r
R igh t s  cases .  By  c l i ck ing  on  a  l i nk ,  peop le
may  v i s i t  and  wa lk  th rough  the  exh ib i t ;  l ea rn
more  abou t  the  s to r i e s  o f  Janna ,  Wendy ,
Rung ,  Be rna rdo ,  and  Sphe re ;  and  s i gn  ou r
on l ine  pe t i t i on .  

Thank  you  fo r  pa r t i c ipa t ing  in  Wr i t e  f o r
R igh t s  2021!  Eve r y  yea r ,  we  s i gn  pe t i t i ons .
Eve r y  yea r ,  we  wr i t e  l e t t e r s .  And  eve r y  yea r ,
we  do  wha t  we  can  to  change  l i ves .  Thank  you
to  a l l  the  members ,  suppo r t s ,  and  ac t i v i s t s
who  re fused  to  l e t  the i r  advocacy  wave r ,  and
d id  wha t  they  can  fo r  human r i gh t s  ano the r
yea r .  
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A r t + F a c t sA r t + F a c t s
A  D I G I T A L  A R T  P R O J E C T

A M N E S T Y @ 6 0  X  A R T I S T S  F O R  A M N E S T Y
P H I L I P P I I N E S

 Amnes t y  In te rna t i ona l
Ph i l i pp ines  co l l abo ra tes  w i th

F i l i p ino  a r t i s t s  t o  in t r oduce  an
inc lus i ve  on l ine  space  whe re  a r t

and  advocacy  mee t .  

A p lay  on  the  wo rd  ‘ a r t i f ac t ’ ,
‘ART+FACTS’  s ymbo l i zes  the  r o l e  a r t i s t s
p lay  in  upho ld ing  the  t ru th  th rough  the i r
a r t  and  in  counte r ing  d i s in fo rmat i on .  A l l
wo rks  o f  a r t  o f  a r t i s t s -human r i gh t s
de fende rs  a l so  se r ve  as  ‘ a r t i f ac t s ’  f o r  the
advocac ies  they  suppo r t  t owa rds  bu i ld ing
a  human r i gh t s  fu tu re  f o r  a  be t te r
Ph i l i pp ines .  
 

Amnes t y  has  a lways  ha rnessed  c rea t i v i t y ,
commi tment  and  suppo r t  o f  a r t i s t s  o f  a l l
d i sc ip l ines  in  i t s  60  yea r s  o f  e x i s t ence ,
Amnes t y  In te rna t i ona l  Ph i l i pp ines  sa id  in
a  s ta tement  on  human r i gh t s  day .  

Since  Amnes t y ’ s  f ound ing  60  yea r s  ago ,  a r t i s t s
have  been  a t  the  f o re f r on t  o f  suppo r t  f o r
Amnes t y  In te rna t i ona l .  A r t i s t s  have  a lways
va lued  the  f r eedoms  and  r i gh t s  tha t  Amnes t y
wo rks  t o  p ro tec t  as  an  in teg ra l  cond i t i on  o f
the i r  c rea t i ve  exp ress i on .  
 
Amnes t y  Ph i l i pp ines  r ecogn i zed  the  cha l l enges
b rough t  abou t  the  pandemic  tha t  many  a r t i s t s
a re  f ac ing ,  an  oppo r tun i t y  t o  he lp  p resen ted
i t se l f  f o r  Human R igh t s  Week  2021.  A f te r
seve ra l  d i scuss ions  w i th  a r t i s t s  on  how to
up l i f t  the i r  l i ve l ihood ,  Amnes t y  Ph i l i pp ines
has  dec ided  to  p rov ide  a  f r ee  v i r tua l  space
where  a r t i s t s  can  showcase  the i r  a r t  and  a
sma l l  hono ra r ium to  suppo r t  them and
mob i l i ze  peop le  t o  t ake  ac t i on  f o r  human
r i gh t s  a t  the  same t ime ;  the  p ro j ec t  i s  ca l l ed
‘ART+FACTS’ .  
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As  we  ce l eb ra te  the  60 th
ann i ve r sa r y  o f  ou r  movemen t  and
the  20 th  yea r  o f  Wr i t e  f o r  R i gh t s
th i s  yea r ,  Amnes t y  In t e rna t i ona l

Ph i l i pp ines  l aunches  the
ART+FACTS  P ro j ec t  t o  p rov ide

F i l i p ino  human  r i gh t s  a r t i s t s  and
de fende rs  a  sa f e  space  whe re  a r t

and  advocacy  mee t .  I t  i s  no
co inc idence  tha t  a r t i s t s  o f  a l l
d i sc ip l i nes  have  been  a t  t he

fo re f r on t  o f  suppo r t  f o r  Amnes t y
In t e rna t i ona l  s i nce  ou r  f ound ing  i n

1961 .  Hundreds  o f  w r i t e r s ,
p l a ywr i gh t s ,  mus i c i ans ,  and  poe t s

pe r secu ted  and  impr i soned  f o r  t he i r
a r t  have  been  adop ted  by  Amnes t y

In t e rna t i ona l  a s  P r i sone r s  o f
Consc i ence .  A r t i s t s  have  a lways

va lued  the  f r eedoms  and  r i gh t s  tha t
Amnes t y  wo rks  t o  p ro t ec t  a s  an

in teg ra l  cond i t i on  o f  t he i r  c rea t i ve
exp ress i on , ”  

-  Bu tch  O lano ,  Amnes t y
In t e rna t i ona l  Ph i l i pp ines  Sec t i on

D i r ec to r .  "

Br ing ing  t oge the r  a r t i s t s  o f  a l l
d i sc ip l ines  and  suppo r te r s  o f

Amnes t y  In te rna t i ona l  in
co l l abo ra t i ve  e f f o r t s  t o  suppo r t

human r i gh t s  wo rk  has  b rough t  abou t
some o f  the  l a rges t  impac t  in  the

Amnes t y  .  
 

Suppo r te r s  may  take  ac t i on  on  the
webs i t e  wh i l e  en joy ing  a r two rks

submi t ted  by  seve ra l  a r t i s t s .  The
p ro jec t  i s  se t  t o  run  un t i l  2022 w i th

poss ib i l i t y  o f  sus ta in ing  F i l i p ino
a r t i s t s  f o r  many  more  yea r s .  

A r t+Fac t s  w i l l  be  con t inue  th i s  yea r ,
t r ans i t i on ing  i t s  f ocus  f r om Wr i t e  f o r

R igh t s  t o  o the r  advocac ies  w i th in
Amnes t y ;  the  A r t+Fac t s  p ro j ec t  w i l l
con t inue  to  accep t  new submiss i ons

fo r  the  exh ib i t !  

https://www.amnesty.org.ph/2021/05/60-years-of-humanity-in-action/
https://www.amnesty.org.ph/2021/11/write-for-rights-worlds-biggest-human-rights-campaign-marks/
https://artfacts.ph/


D O U B L E  D O S E
O F  I N E Q U A L I T Y

Pharmaceut i ca l  compan ies  de l i ve r  50%
of  vacc ines  they  p roduce  be tween  21
September  and  31 December  t o  l ow
and  l owe r -midd le  income count r i e s .
More  than  2 .6  b i l l i on  vacc ines  cou ld
be  p rov ided  in  th i s  way .  
S ta tes  r ed i s t r ibu te  the  hundreds  o f
mi l l i ons  o f  su rp lus  vacc ines  cu r ren t l y
in  the i r  s t ocks .  R igh t  now,  more  than
500 mi l l i on  vacc ines  cou ld  be  made
ava i l ab le  immed ia te l y  i f  Aus t ra l i a ,
Canada ,  Ch ina ,  the  EU,  Japan ,  UK,
and  US,  r ed i s t r ibu ted  the i r  spa re
vacc ines .  
Bo th  s ta tes  and  pha rmaceut i ca l
compan ies  u rgen t l y  inc rease  g l oba l
supp l y  o f  Cov id -19  vacc ines  th rough
knowledge  and  techno logy  t r ans fe r  t o
l oca l  and  reg iona l  manufac tu re r s  by
j o in ing  in i t i a t i ves  such  as  the  WTO’s
TRIPS Ag reement  Wa i ve r ,  the  WHO’s
mRNA vacc ine  Techno logy  T rans fe r
Hub  and  the  Cov id -19  Techno logy
Access  Poo l  (C -TAP) .  

A  L I F E - S A V I N G  T A R G E T

In  Sep tember  2021,  Amnes t y
In te rna t i ona l  l aunched  the  100 Day
Countdown.  Our  campa ign  ca l l ed  on
s ta tes  and  pha rmaceut i ca l  compan ies  t o
sha re  vacc ines  w i th  l ow  and  l owe r -midd le
income count r i e s ,  so  tha t  mi l l i ons  more
peop le  cou ld  be  p ro tec ted  f r om Cov id -19
by  the  end  o f  2021.  
Amnes t y  ca lcu la ted  tha t  i f  2  b i l l i on
vacc ines  we re  de l i ve red  to  82  l ow-  and
lowe r -midd le  income count r i e s ,  an
add i t i ona l  1 .2  b i l l i on  peop le  cou ld  be
fu l l y  vacc ina ted  by  the  end  o f  2021.
Tha t ’ s  the  number  o f  vacc ina t i ons  needed
in  f o r  the  WHO to  mee t  i t s  40% ta rge t  in
these  count r i e s .  
A i r f i n i t y  es t imates  tha t  be tween  100,000
and  225,000 l i ves  can  be  saved  fo r  e ve r y
100 mi l l i on  doses  de l i ve red  –  mean ing
tha t  mee t ing  th i s  t a rge t  cou ld  have  saved
a t  l eas t  2  mi l l i on  l i ves .  
Amnes t y  f ound  tha t  th i s  cou ld  be
ach ieved  i f :  
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Pf i ze r  and  B ioNTech  had  so  f a r  de l i ve red
n ine  t imes  more  vacc ines  t o  Sweden
a lone  than  to  a l l  l ow - income count r i e s
combined .  
Mode rna  had  no t  ye t  de l i ve red  a  s ing le
vacc ine  dose  t o  a  l ow- income count r y
and  had  p rov ided  jus t  12% o f  i t s
vacc ines  t o  l owe r -midd le  income
count r i e s .  
As t r aZeneca  de l i ve red  the  mos t  vacc ines
to  l owe r  income count r i e s ,  so ld  a t  cos t
p r i ce ,  and  had  i s sued  some vo lun ta r y
l i censes  t o  o the r  manufac tu re r s .
Howeve r ,  i t  has  r e fused  to  sha re  i t s
know ledge  and  techno logy  w i th  WHO
in i t i a t i ves ,  and  has  opposed  e f f o r t s  tha t
wou ld  a l l ow  fo r  expanded  manufac tu r ing
such  as  the  WTO TRIPS Wa ive r .  

Abou t  ha l f  the  g l oba l  popu la t i on  has  no t
rece i ved  a  s ing le  dose  
Jus t  1 .4% o f  peop le  in  l ow- income
count r i e s ,  and  17 .5% in  l owe r -midd le
income count r i e s ,  a re  fu l l y  vacc ina ted  
On l y  2 .8% o f  peop le  in  l ow- income
count r i e s  have  r ece i ved  a t  l eas t  one
dose ,  and  35.6% in  l owe r -midd le  income
count r i e s .  In  h igh - income count r i e s ,  i t ’ s
70 .5%.  

T H E  C O U N T D O W N  B E G I N S

The  Wor ld  Hea l th  O rgan i za t i on  and  the  UN
High  Commiss ione r  on  Human R igh t s
exp ressed  s t r ong  suppo r t  f o r  the  100 Day
Countdown.  
These  ca l l s  we re  based  on  a  r epo r t  Amnes t y
In te rna t i ona l  l aunched  in  Sep tember  2021
about  vacc ine  inequa l i t y .  Among  ou r  key
f ind ings :  

In  add i t i on  t o  these ,  i t  was  f ound  tha t  as  o f
l a te  Oc tobe r  2021,  63% o f  peop le  in  h igh -
income count r i e s  a re  fu l l y  vacc ina ted .  Bu t
e l sewhe re  i t ’ s  a  ve r y  d i f f e ren t  s to r y :  

[ *  Sou rce :  Ou r  Wor ld  in  Da ta .  A l l  f i gu res  as  o f  21  Oc tobe r  2021]  
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C O N T I N U E D  I N A C T I O N

Howeve r  by  the  end  o f  2021,  desp i t e
repea ted  ca l l s  f r om Amnes t y  In te rna t i ona l
and  o the r s  such  as  the  Wor ld  Hea l th
Organ i za t i on  t o  ensu re  a t  l eas t  40% o f
peop le  in  l ow  and  l owe r -midd le - income
count r i e s  a re  vacc ina ted  by  the  end  o f
2021,  wea l thy  s ta tes  and  pha rmaceut i ca l
compan ies  have  con t inued  to  i gno re  these
p leas .  

“A l though  the  wo r ld  has  p roduced  some
11 b i l l i on  vacc ines  doses  –  on l y  seven
pe rcen t  o f  peop le  in  l ow- income count r i e s
have  r ece i ved  a  s ing le  dose .  Why  i s  i t
tha t  poo re r  coun t r i e s  a re  be ing  den ied
access  t o  l i f e - sav ing  med ic ine  wh i l e  r i ch
count r i e s  s i t  on  p i l e s  o f  unused  s tock?”
sa id  Agnès  Ca l l amard ,  Sec re ta r y  Gene ra l
o f  Amnes t y  In te rna t i ona l .  

“The  emergence  o f  the  Omic ron  va r i an t
shou ld  se r ve  as  a  wake -up  ca l l  t o  the
wea l thy  s ta tes  and  pha rma compan ies
tha t  f a i l ed  t o  add ress  the  pandemic  a t  a
g loba l  l e ve l .  Fa i l i ng  t o  vacc ina te  eve r yone
–  no  mat te r  whe re  they  a re  f r om –  l eaves
the  en t i r e  g l oba l  popu la t i on  vu lne rab le  t o
new va r i an t s .  The  on l y  way  t o  b reak  th i s
v i c i ous  cyc le  i s  by  ensu r ing  eve r yone  has
access  t o  vacc ines .”  

Th i s  yea r  saw  l eade r s  a round  the  wo r ld
make  numerous  p romises  abou t  sha r ing
vacc ines ,  ye t  t ime  and  t ime  aga in  they
fa i l ed  t o  honou r  them.  In  June ,  the  G7
summi t  p ledged  to  sha re  1  b i l l i on  doses
by  the  end  o f  2021,  a l though  repo r t s
sugges t  th i s  t a rge t  i s  ye t  t o  be  met .  In
September ,  US P res iden t  Joe  B iden  and
EU Commiss ion  P res iden t  Ursu la  von  de r
Leyen  commi t ted  to  dona t ing  an  ex t r a
900 mi l l i on  doses  t o  l ow  and  l owe r -
midd le  income count r i e s  by  Sep tember
2022.  Wh i l e  th i s  i s  a  we lcome move ,
poo re r  coun t r i e s  a re  in  need  o f  vacc ines
r i gh t  now.

Pha rmaceut i ca l  compan ies  have  a l so
fa i l ed  t o  r i se  t o  the  cha l l enge .  US pha rma
g ian t  P f i ze r  has  made  mis l ead ing
s ta tements  tha t  i t s  “ vacc ine  wou ld  be
ava i l ab le  t o  eve r y  pa t i en t ,  coun t r y  and
communi t y  tha t  seeks  access” ,  wh i l e  i t -  

-has  in  f ac t  de l i ve red  the  l a rge  ma jo r i t y  o f
i t s  vacc ines  t o  h igh  and  uppe r -midd le - income
count r i e s .  I t s  r i va l ,  Mode rna ,  was  on l y  ab le
to  deve lop  i t s  vacc ine  w i th  the  suppo r t  o f  US
gove rnment  sc ien t i s t s  and  huge  amounts  o f
f inanc ia l  a id ,  bu t  has  a l so  p r i o r i t i sed  sa les
to  wea l thy  count r i e s .  Bo th  compan ies  a re
s t i l l  de l i ve r ing  l e ss  than  1% o f  the i r  s t ock  t o
l ow- income count r i e s .  
 
Mode rna  and  P f i ze r ,  a l ong  w i th  o the r  vacc ine
manufac tu re r s ,  As t r aZeneca ,  and  Johnson  &
Johnson ,  have  a l so ,  c r i t i ca l l y ,  r e fused  to
suppo r t  measu res  tha t  wou ld  t empora r i l y  l i f t
i n te l l ec tua l  p rope r t y  p ro tec t i ons  and  sha re
vacc ine  t echno logy  w i th  o the r  manufac tu re r s
a round  the  wo r ld ,  i n  o rde r  t o  a l l ow  fo r  a
ramping  up  o f  g l oba l  p roduc t i on .  

N E W  Y E A R  R E S O L U T I O N S

“We hoped  tha t  in te rna t i ona l  p ressu re  wou ld
he lp  wea l thy  s ta tes  and  b ig  pha rmaceut i ca l
compan ies  t o  see  sense ,  s t op  hoa rd ing
vacc ines  and  sha re  in te l l ec tua l  p rope r t y
r i gh t s ,  bu t  g reed  go t  the  be t te r  o f  them.
Le t ’ s  hope  the i r  new yea r ’ s  r e so lu t i ons
inc lude  mak ing  good  on  the i r  p romises  and
mak ing  su re  eve r yone  has  the  chance  to  ge t
vacc ina ted .  

“Many  l ow- income count r i e s  a re  now
s t rugg l ing  t o  dea l  w i th  a  dead l y  new va r i an t
wh i l e  the  ma jo r i t y  o f  the i r  popu la t i ons
haven ’ t  e ven  been  vacc ina ted  a t  a l l .  Un less
d ras t i c  ac t i on  i s  t aken  now,  Cov id -19  w i l l
con t inue  to  w reak  havoc  f o r  yea r s  t o  come
and  the  key  ques t i on  now i s ,  wha t  w i l l
happen  i f  l a r ge  pa r t s  o f  the  wo r ld  r ema in
unvacc ina ted?  I t  has  neve r  been  c lea re r  tha t
no  one  i s  sa fe  un t i l  e ve r yone  i s  sa fe .”  
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