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PETER BENENSON
Human R igh t s  l awye r ,
Amnes t y  In te rna t i ona l

Founde r



F O U N D E D  U N D E R  T H E  B E L I E F  T H A T
H U M A N  R I G H T S  I S  F O R  A L L

Amnes t y  In te rna t i ona l  was  f ounded  in  1961 on
the  idea  tha t  t oge the r  o rd ina r y  peop le  can
change  the  wo r ld .  Today  Amnes t y  i s  a
wo r ldw ide  movement  f o r  human r i gh t s ,  ca l l i ng
on  the  co l l ec t i ve  power  o f  10  mi l l i on  peop le ,
each  one  commi t ted  to  f i gh t ing  f o r  jus t i ce ,
equa l i t y  and  f r eedom eve r ywhe re .  F rom London
to  San t i ago ,  Sydney  t o  Kampa la ,  peop le  have
come toge the r  t o  ins i s t  tha t  the  r i gh t s  o f  each
and  eve r y  human a re  r espec ted  and  p ro tec ted .

Change  has  no t  happened  ove rn igh t .  I t ’ s  t aken
pe rs i s t ence  and  a  be l i e f  i n  the  power  o f
human i t y  t o  make  a  d i f f e rence .  And  the  r esu l t ?
The  re l ease  o f  t ens  o f  thousands  o f  peop le
impr i soned  fo r  the i r  be l i e f s  o r  the i r  way  o f
l i f e .  The  end  o f  the  dea th  pena l t y  in  dozens  o f
count r i e s .  P rev i ous l y  un touchab le  l eade r s
b rough t  t o  account .  Amended  l aws  and
changed  l i ves .

How do  we  measu re  60  yea r s  o f  co l l ec t i ve
ac t i on?  I t ’ s  the re  in  the  accused  who  i s  g i ven
a  fa i r  t r i a l ;  the  p r i sone r  saved  f r om
execu t i on ;  o r  the  de ta inee  who  i s  no  l onge r
to r tu red .  I t ’ s  the re  in  the  ac t i v i s t s  f r eed  to
con t inue  the i r  de fense  o f  human r i gh t s ;  the
schoo l  ch i ld ren  l ea rn ing  abou t  the i r  r i gh t s  in
the  c l ass room;  o r  the  f ami l i e s  esco r ted  sa fe l y
home f r om re fugee  camps .  And  i t ’ s  the re  in
the  marg ina l i zed  communi t i e s  march ing  t o
demand an  end  to  d i sc r im ina t i on ,  the
marg ina l i zed  communi t i e s  who  de fended  the i r
homes  f r om des t ruc t i on  and  the  woman whose
gove rnment  f ina l l y  ou t l aws  the  abuse  she
faces  eve r y  day .

PETE BENENSON -  Human R igh t s  l awye r ,  Amnes t y  In te rna t i ona l  Founde r

c o n t .  o n  n e x t  p a g e  

S I X T Y  Y E A R S  O F  T A K I N G  A C T I O N

Since  i t  was  f ounded  in  1961,  Amnes t y
In te rna t i ona l  has  been  empower ing  peop le
l i ke  you  to  t ake  ac t i on  f o r  a  be t te r  wo r ld .
Th i s  i s  a  snapsho t  o f  wha t  you  have  made
poss ib le .
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Af te r  l ea rn ing  o f  two  Po r tuguese  s tuden ts
who  we re  impr i soned  fo r  r a i s ing  a  t oas t  t o
f r eedom in  1961,  B r i t i sh  l awye r  Pe te r
Benenson  l aunches  a  wo r ldw ide  campa ign
‘Appea l  f o r  Amnes t y  1961’ .  H i s  appea l  t o
f r ee  p r i sone r s  o f  consc ience  i s  r ep r in ted
in  pape r s  ac ross  the  wo r ld  and  tu rns  ou t
to  be  the  genes i s  o f  Amnes t y
In te rna t i ona l .  By  1966,  1 ,000 p r i sone r s
have  been  re l eased  thanks  t o  the  t i r e l ess
e f fo r t s  o f  peop le ,  l i ke  you ,  who  want  t o
see  a  be t te r  wo r ld .  

In  1962,  Amnes t y  sends  a  l awye r  t o
obse r ve  Ne l son  Mande la ’ s  t r i a l  i n  Sou th
Af r i ca .  Ne l son  Mande la  w ro te  tha t  “h i s
mere  p resence ,  as  we l l  a s  the  ass i s tance
he  gave ,  we re  a  sou rce  o f  t r emendous
insp i r a t i on  and  encou ragement  t o  us” .

In  1979,  Amnes t y  In te rna t i ona l  pub l i shes
a  l i s t  o f  2 ,665 cases  o f  peop le  known to
have  “d i sappea red”  in  A rgen t ina  a f t e r  the
mi l i t a r y  coup  by  Jo rge  Ra fae l  V ide la ,  i n  an
e f fo r t  t o  he lp  the i r  f r i ends  and  fami l i e s
ho ld  those  r espons ib le  t o  account .  In  the
same decade ,  Amnes t y  In te rna t i ona l  w ins
the  Nobe l  Peace  P r i ze  f o r  “hav ing
con t r ibu ted  to  secu r ing  the  g round  fo r
f r eedom,  f o r  jus t i ce ,  and  the reby  a l so  f o r
peace  in  the  wo r ld”  –  a  r emarkab le  t r ibu te
to  the  ha rd  wo rk  and  de te rmina t i on  o f
Amnes t y  suppo r te r s  ac ross  the  wo r ld .

In  1984,  f o l l ow ing  t i r e l ess  campa ign ing
f rom Amnes t y  suppo r te r s ,  the  UN Gene ra l
Assembly  adop ts  the  Conven t i on  aga ins t
To r tu re  and  Othe r  C rue l ,  Inhuman o r
Deg rad ing  T rea tment  o r -

In  the  1990s ,  Amnes t y  In te rna t i ona l
r epo r t s  on  human r i gh t s  abuses  in  Kuwa i t
f o l l ow ing  the  I r aq i  invas ion ,  mak ing
head l ines  ac ross  the  wo r ld .  

In  2002,  l ongs tand ing  p ressu re  f r om
Amnes t y  suppo r te r s  f ina l l y  paves  the  way
fo r  the  c rea t i on  o f  an  In te rna t i ona l
C r imina l  Cou r t  ( ICC)  t o  inves t i ga te  and
prosecu te  those ,  inc lud ing  po l i t i ca l  and
leade r s ,  l eade r s  o f  a rmed  g roups  and  o the r
h igh - rank ing  f i gu res  r easonab l y  suspec ted
o f  commi t t ing  c r imes  aga ins t  human i t y ,
genoc ide ,  wa r  c r imes  and  the  c r ime  o f
agg ress i on .

A f te r  20  yea r s  o f  p ressu re  f r om Amnes t y
suppo r te r s  and  o the r s ,  the  g l oba l  A rms
Trade  T rea t y  (ATT)  comes  in to  f o rce  in
2014,  in  a  s i gn i f i can t  v i c to r y  f o r
human i t y .  Th i s  huge  w in  wou ld  no t  have
been  poss ib le  w i thou t  the  amaz ing  suppo r t
o f  ou r  dono r s ,  members  and  ac t i v i s t s .

In  2015,  the  UN adop ts  s t r onge r  ru l es  f o r
the  humane  t r ea tment  o f  p r i sone r s ,
f o l l ow ing  p ressu re  f r om a  coa l i t i on  o f
NGOs  inc lud ing  Amnes t y  In te rna t i ona l .  In
2018,  Teodo ra  de l  Ca rmen  Vasquez  i s
r e l eased  f r om p r i son  a f t e r  spend ing  a
decade  beh ind  ba r s  in  E l  Sa l vado r  a f t e r
su f fe r ing  a  s t i l l b i r th ,  wh ich  l ed  t o  he r
be ing  accused  and  conv ic ted  o f  abo r t i on ,
an  i l l ega l  ac t  in  the  count r y .  She  was
re l eased  when  a  cou r t  r educed  he r
ou t rageous  30-yea r  p r i son  sen tence .  F rom
pet i t i ons  t o  p ro tes t s ,  Amnes t y  suppo r te r s
had  been  campa ign ing  f o r  Teodo ra ’ s
f r eedom s ince  2015.

In  2019,  S ie r r a  Leone  l i f t s  the  ban  on
p regnan t  g i r l s  access ing  educa t i on  a f t e r  i t
i s  f ound  to  be  d i sc r im ina to r y .  Amnes t y  had
in te r vened  in  the  case ,  d raw ing  on  i t s  own
resea rch  on  the  i s sue  as  we l l  a s  r e l evan t
in te rna t i ona l  l aw .  

    -pun i shment .  As  a  r esu l t ,  coun t r i e s  a re
    now requ i red  t o  t ake  e f f ec t i ve  measu res  t o
    p reven t  t o r tu re  in  t e r r i t o r i e s  they  con t ro l

Now,  s i x t y  yea r s  on ,  we ’ r e  s t i l l  ba t t l i ng  f o r  a
wo r ld  whe re  human r i gh t s  a re  en joyed  by  a l l .
And  we  won ’ t  s t op  un t i l  i t ’ s  ach ieved .

T h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  E x e c u t i v e  C o m m i t t e e  o f  A m n e s t y
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  N o b e l  P e a c e  P r i z e  i n  O s l o

1 0 t h  D e c e m b e r  1 9 7 7 .
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L A B O R  R I G H T S
A B U S E S  I N  T H E
D I N A G A T  I S L A N D S

W I T H  A C C O U N T S  F R O M  M I N I N G
L A B O R E R S  I N  T H E  N I C K E L  M I N I N G
I N D U S T R Y  I N  D I N A G A T



Amnes t y  In te rna t i ona l  Ph i l i pp ines  r e l eased
the  r epo r t  “Unde rmin ing  Worke r s  R igh t s :
Labo r  R igh t s  Abuses  in  N icke l  Supp l y  Cha ins”
on  27  Augus t  2021.  I t  e xamines  l abo r
p rac t i ces  in  the  n icke l  m in ing  sec to r  on
D inaga t  I s l ands  and  ou t l ines  numerous
examples  o f  wo rke r s  be ing  employed  w i thou t
con t rac t s ,  r ece i v ing  de layed  payment  o f
wages  and  non -payment  o f  compu lso r y
employee  bene f i t s  such  as  Soc ia l  Secu r i t y
Sys tem (SSS) ,  Pag IBIG ,  and  Ph i lHea l th
con t r ibu t i ons .

N I C K E L  M I N I N G  I N  D I N A G A T  

The  Ph i l i pp ines  i s  one  o f  the  wo r ld ’ s  l a rges t
p roduce r s  o f  n i cke l  o re  and  i s  the  l ead ing
supp l i e r  o f  n i cke l  o re  t o  Ch ina .  Many  o f  the
ope ra t ing  n icke l  m ines  in  the  Ph i l i pp ines  a re
l oca ted  in  the  Ca raga  r eg ion ,  inc lud ing  on
D inaga t  I s l ands .  The re  i s  cons ide rab le
Ch inese  inves tment  in  some o f  the  n icke l
mines  on  D inaga t  I s l ands  wh ich  has  the
po ten t i a l  t o  have  a  pos i t i ve  in f luence  on
human r i gh t s ,  i nc lud ing  the  r i gh t s  o f  wo rke r s .
Ch inese  compan ies  engaged  in  ove r seas
min ing  inves tment  and  coope ra t i on  a re
expec ted  to  f o l l ow  gu ide l ines  f o r  soc ia l
r espons ib i l i t y  deve loped  by  the  Ch inese
Chamber  o f  Commerce  o f  Meta l s  Mine ra l s  &
Chemica l s  Impor te r s  and  Expo r te r s .  Th i s  body
has  r ecogn i zed  the  impor tance  o f  due
d i l i gence ,  inc lud ing  in  r e l a t i on  t o  supp l y
cha ins  and  human r i gh t s .  

Howeve r ,  based  on  Amnes t y ’ s  r e sea rch ,  the re
i s  cause  t o  be  conce rned  abou t  the  r i gh t s  o f
wo rke r s  in  n icke l  m ines  on  D inaga t  I s l ands .
To  conduc t  th i s  r e sea rch ,  Amnes t y
In te rna t i ona l  v i s i t ed  the  i s l and  th ree  t imes  in
2019 and  2021 and  conduc ted  50  in te r v i ews
and  3  focus  g roup  d i scuss ions  w i th  abou t
100 respondents .  Mos t  o f  the  pa r t i c ipan ts
we re  n icke l  m ine  wo rke r s  bu t  Amnes t y  a l so
in te r v i ewed  expe r t  s t akeho lde r s  such  as  l oca l
gove rnment  o f f i c i a l s  and  o f f i c i a l s  f r om the
Depa r tment  o f  Labo r  and  Employment  (DOLE) .
The  resea rch  was  conduc ted  in  15  ba ranggays
sp read  ove r  5  mun ic ipa l i t i e s  on  D inaga t
I s l ands .  
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D I R E  W O R K I N G  C O N D I T I O N S

The  resea rch  resu l t ed  in  s t r ong  ev idence  to
sugges t  the re  a re  l abou r -h i r e  compan ies  on
D inaga t  I s l ands  abus ing  wo rke r s ’  r i gh t s  in  the
n icke l  m in ing  sec to r .  The  resea rch  has
revea led  numerous  examples  o f  wo rke r s  be ing
h i r ed  w i thou t  con t rac t s ,  de layed  payment  o f
wages  and  non -payment  o f  compu lsa r y
employee  bene f i t s  ( e . g .  SSS,  Ph i lHea l th ,
Pag IBIG)  -  a l l  o f  wh ich  cons t i tu te  v i o l a t i ons
o f  Ph i l i pp ines  l abo r  l aws  and  in te rna t i ona l
human r i gh t s  s tanda rds .  

When  wages  a re  a t  a  min imum on l y  o r  no t
pa id  in  a  t ime l y  manne r ,  i t  can  unde rmine
the  ab i l i t y  o f  wo rke r s  and  the i r  f ami l i e s  t o
en joy  soc ia l  secu r i t y ,  hea l th  ca re ,  educa t i on
and  an  adequa te  s tanda rd  o f  l i v ing ,  inc lud ing
food ,  wa te r  and  san i t a t i on  and  hous ing .  One
in  f i ve  wo rke r s  Amnes t y  in te r v i ewed  a l so
a l l eged  tha t  the i r  SSS and  Ph i lHea l th  we re
no t  p rope r l y  pa id ,  o r  no t  pa id  a t  a l l .  

c o n t .  o n  n e x t  p a g e  
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WANT TO HELP AMPLIFY THE
VOICES OF DINAGAT MINERS? 

If you wish to take action, you can sign

the petition on the Amnesty

Philippines website addressed to DOLE

Region 13 calling for a review and

investigation into the alleged labour

malpractices of mining and labour-hire

companies in Dinagat Islands.

bit.ly/dinagat-mining-abuses

C O M P L A I N T S  R E A C H  N O
R E S O L U T I O N

Many  wo rke r s  a re  a f r a id  t o  speak  up
aga ins t  the i r  d i r e  wo rk ing
cond i t i ons  and  many  do  no t  f i l e
compla in t s  “ to  avo id  t r oub le ,”
fea r ing  a  l o ss  o f  l i ve l ihood  i f  the
compan ies  we re  t o  ac t  aga ins t  them.
Those  who  d id  f i l e  compla in t s  f aced
seve ra l  p rac t i ca l  ba r r i e r s  such  as
the  r e l a t i ve  i so l a t i on  o f  D inaga t
I s l ands  and  the  need  to  t r a ve l
seve ra l  hou rs  in  o rde r  t o  r each  the
nea res t  DOLE reg iona l  o f f i ce .
Ano the r  conce rn  we re  the  f inanc ia l
ob l i ga t i ons  o f  f i l i ng  a  compla in t
such  as  t r a ve l  and  l ega l  e xpenses .
Some wo rke r s  r epo r ted  g i v ing  up  on
the i r  compla in t s  due  to  no t  hea r ing
o f  any  p rog ress  t owa rds  a
reso lu t i on ,  f ee l ing  d i shea r tened  and
embi t t e red .  Compound ing  i s sues  i s
Amnes t y ’ s  d i scove r y  tha t  some o f
the  v i o l a t i ons  a re  pe rpe t ra ted  by
po l i t i c i ans  who  a re  bus inessmen
and  w ie ld  a  l o t  o f  cap i t a l  i n  the
communi t y .  

C O M P L Y  A N D  H O L D
A C C O U N T A B I L I T Y

The  repo r t  o f f e red  seve ra l  r ecommendat i ons .  The
p r imary  be ing  t o  the  l abou r  h i r e  compan ies  t o
u rgen t l y  mod i f y  the i r  wo rk ing  po l i c i es  and
prac t i ces  t o  comply  w i th  the  Ph i l i pp ine  Labo r
Code  as  we l l  a s  in te rna t i ona l  human r i gh t s
s tanda rds .  I t  a l so  goes  on  to  r ecommend to  a l l
m in ing  compan ies  in  D inaga t  I s l ands  t o  es tab l i sh
and  imp lement  an  ongo ing  human r i gh t s  due
d i l i gence  p rocess .  The re  i s  a l so  a  ca l l  t o  the
Ph i l ipp ine  na t i ona l  gove rnment  t o  s t r eng then
gove rnment  ins t i tu t i ons  w i th  r espons ib i l i t y  f o r
en fo rc ing  l abou r  s tanda rds  in  the  min ing  sec to r .  

Ensu r ing  decen t  wo rk  tha t  r e spec t s  fundamenta l
human r i gh t s ,  i nc lud ing  r i gh t  t o  f a i r  cond i t i ons
a t  wo rk ,  sa fe t y  and  remunera t i on  a l so  means
s t reng then ing  gove rnment  ins t i tu t i ons  manda ted
to  en fo rce  l abo r  s tanda rds  in  the  min ing  sec to r .
I t  i s  the  l ow  pa id ,  those  in  p reca r i ous
employment  and  wo rk ing  in  d i r e  cond i t i ons  tha t
a re  exp lo i t ed  and  dece i ved .  I t  i s  the
marg ina l i zed ,  those  in  mino r i t y  communi t i e s ,  who
o f ten  face  the  g rea tes t  th rea t s  o f  d i sc r im ina t i on .  

https://www.amnesty.org.ph/2021/08/stand-for-workers-rights-in-dinagat/
https://bit.ly/dinagat-mining-abuses


B E G I N N I N G  T H E  I N V E S T I G A T I O N

On 14 June  2021,  The  Of f i ce  o f  the  P rosecu to r  (OTP)  o f  the  In te rna t i ona l  C r im ina l  Cou r t  ( ICC) ,
unde r  the  l eade r sh ip  o f  then  P rosecu to r  Fa tou  Bensouda ,  conc luded  the  P re l im ina r y
Examina t i on  on  the  Ph i l i pp ine  S i tua t i on–  th ree  yea r s  a f t e r  the  O f f i ce  announced  i t s  dec i s i on  t o
l ook  in to  c r imes  a l l eged l y  commi t ted  in  the  Ph i l i pp ines  s ince  a t  l eas t  1  Ju l y  2016,  in  the
con tex t  o f  the  ‘wa r  on  d rugs ’   campa ign  l aunched  by  the  Dute r te  Admin i s t r a t i on .

M O V I N G  F O R W A R D

With  the  conc lus ion  o f  the
Pre l im ina r y  Examina t i on
phase ,  P rosecu to r  Bensouda
submi t ted  t o  the  P re - t r i a l
Chamber  he r  r eques t  t o
au tho r i ze  fu l l  i nves t i ga t i on
in  the  S i tua t i on  o f  the
Ph i l ipp ines .  As  pe r  the
ICC ’ s  f r amework ,  v i c t ims  o f
the  c r imes  commi t ted  unde r
the  War  on  Drugs  campa ign
have  the  r i gh t  the  submi t
“ rep resen ta t i ons”  t o  the  ICC
judges  who  a re  cons ide r ing
the  OTP ’s  r eques t .  The
V ic t ims  Represen ta t i on
p rocess  a l l ows  v i c t ims  to
p rov ide  the i r  v i ews
rega rd ing  the  pend ing   
inves t i ga t i on ,  and  the i r
conce rns  and  expec ta t i ons
on  the  Cou r t .  To  he lp
fac i l i t a te  th i s  p rocess ,  the
V ic t ims  Pa r t i c ipa t i on  and
Repa ra t i ons  Sec t i on  (VPRS)
o f  the  ICC  reg i s t r y  p repa red
a  templa te  r ep resen ta t i on
fo rm tha t  was  t r ans la ted  in
F i l i p ino  and  Cebuano  and
made  ava i l ab le  on  the  ICC
webs i t e .  On  13 Augus t ,  the
p rocess  has  f o rma l l y  ended
fo l l ow ing  the  dead l ine  se t
by  the  ICC  judges  f o r
v i c t ims  to  submi t
rep resen ta t i ons .
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A  C H A N C E  T O  B E  H E A R D

On 27 Augus t ,  the  Reg i s t r y  t r ansmi t t ed  t o  the  P re - t r i a l
Chamber  I  204 v i c t im rep resen ta t i ons .  Th i s  cons i s t s  o f
f ou r  ind i v idua l  r ep resen ta t i ons  and  200 co l l ec t i ve
rep resen ta t i ons  on  beha l f  o f  1 ,530 ind i v idua l  v i c t ims  and
1,050 fami l i e s .  In  the  pub l i c  r edac ted  repo r t  pub l i shed  by
the  Reg i s t r y ,  an  ove rwhe lming  94% o f  submiss i ons  fu l l y
suppo r ted  the  P rosecu to r ’ s  r eques t  t o  inves t i ga te .  V i c t ims
who  suppo r ted  the  r eques t  be l i e ve  tha t  the  inves t i ga t i on
s tage  w i l l  open  a  genu ine  inves t i ga t i on  by  an  impar t i a l
in te rna t i ona l  cou r t ,  and  tha t  th i s  w i l l  a l l ow  the  v i c t ims ’
and  the i r  f ami l i e s ’  vo i ces  t o  be  hea rd .  O f  the  f ew  who
vo ted  aga ins t  the  r eques t  t o  inves t i ga te ,  the  Reg i s t r y
be l i e ve  tha t  f ea r  o f  r ep r i sa l  and  re - t r aumat i za t i on
mot i va ted  the i r  r e fusa l .

ICC



A L L E G A T I O N S  I N  T H E  S P O T L I G H T

The  repo r t  a l so  cove red  the  v i ews  o f  the
v ic t ims  on  the  scope  o f  inves t i ga t i on ,  such
as  the  c r imes  and  pe rpe t ra to r s  tha t  shou ld
be  inves t i ga ted  by  the  Cou r t .  O f  the  c r imes
tha t  we re  r epo r ted ,  murde r  was  the  mos t
dominan t  case ,  bu t  o the r  inhumane  ac t s
inc lud ing  t o r tu re ,  i l l ega l  de ten t i on ,  en fo rced
d i sappea rance ,  and  a t t empted  murde r  we re
a l so  iden t i f i ed  t o  be  p reva len t .  These  c r imes
were  a l l eged l y  commi t ted  by  Ph i l i pp ine  s ta te
fo rces ,  and  un iden t i f i ed  men  usua l l y  wea r ing
c i v i l i an  c l o thes ,  bonne ts ,  masks  and  who ,  in
a  number  o f  cases ,  r ode  in  t andem when
commi t t ing  the  a l l eged  c r imes .  V i c t ims
repo r ted  tha t  they  have  r ece i ved  phys ica l ,
psycho log ica l ,  mate r i a l ,  and  soc ia l  ha rm due
to  the  commi t ted  c r imes .  Subs tan t i a l
impa i rment  o f  fundamenta l  r i gh t s  such  as
r i gh t  t o  due  p rocess ,  r epa ra t i ons ,  and  access
to  educa t i on  f o r  the  k ids  we re  a l so  r epo r ted
by  v i c t ims  to  the  Reg i s t r y .

A f te r  r ece i v ing  the  r ep resen ta t i ons
submi t ted  t o  the  Reg i s t r y ,  the  VPRS
conduc ted  an  in i t i a l  l ega l  a ssessment  t o
ana l y ze  wh ich  o f  the  submiss i ons  they  have
rece i ved  fa l l s  w i th in  the  de f in i t i on  o f
“v i c t im”  in  the  ru les  se t  by  the  Cou r t .A l l
204 submiss i ons  we re  t r ansmi t t ed  t o  the
cou r t ,  and  on l y  e i gh t  d id  no t  mee t  the
cond i t i ons  se t  by  the  Cou r t .  The  reg i s t r y  a l so
no ted  tha t  desp i t e  the  cha l l enges  and
obs tac les  f aced  by  the  v i c t ims  due  to
secu r i t y  and  the  COVID-19 pandemic ,  the
v ic t ims  s t i l l  e xp ressed  the i r  suppo r t  f o r  an
inves t i ga t i on  by  the  ICC  p rosecu to r  in to  a l l
c r imes  aga ins t  human i t y  a l l eged l y  commi t ted
in  the  con tex t  o f  the  so  ca l l ed  War  on  Drugs
Campa ign  in  the  Ph i l i pp ines  be tween  1
November  2011 and  17 March  2019.

On  15 September  2021,  the  P re - t r i a l
Chamber  I  has  f o rma l l y  au tho r i zed  the
commencement  o f  the  inves t i ga t i on  in to  the
S i tua t i on  in  the  Ph i l i pp ines ,  in  r e l a t i on  t o
c r imes  a l l eged l y  commi t ted  in  the
Ph i l ipp ines  be tween  1  November  2011 and
16 March  2019,  in  the  con tex t  o f  the  so -
ca l l ed  ‘wa r  on  d rugs ’  campa ign .

D O E S  T H E  I C C  H A V E
P O W E R ?

In  acco rdance  w i th  the
Rome S ta tu te ,  the  ICC
has  the  power  o r
au tho r i t y  t o  t o
inves t i ga te  cases  w i th
rega rd  t o  the
Ph i l ipp ines .
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Due  to  the  f ac t  tha t
Ph i l i pp ines  has  r ema ined  a
s i gna to r y  t o  the  s ta tu te  un t i l
2019,  the  ICC  has
ju r i sd ic t i ons  ove r  sa id  c r imes
f rom 1  November  2011 to  16
March  2019.  

A  w i thd rawa l  f r om the  Rome
s ta tu te  does  no t  mean  tha t  the
ICC  l oses  power  t o  t r y  c r imes
commi t ted  w i th in  the
membersh ip  pe r i od .  

Read more on the ICC here:
bit.ly/ICC-OTP-Mandate

https://bit.ly/ICC-OTP-Mandate


As of 19 September 2021, according to the Department of
Health (DOH), the Philippines had a total of 178,196
active cases of COVID-19. Of these, 92.3% exhibit mild
symptoms meaning they exhibit some symptoms but have
stable vital signs. These patients, unless they belong to
one of the high-risk categories, are not usually admitted to
a treatment facility. Based on this data, there are 1,090
people who are exhibiting critical symptoms meaning they
have impending or ongoing respiratory failure or are in
need of mechanical ventilation. Meanwhile, over 5
thousand people who tested positive are asymptomatic,
meaning they display no symptoms of COVID-19 at all.

The top regions for active cases are the National Capital
Region, Region IV-A: CALABARZON, and Region III:
Central Luzon. Based on DOH data, 70% of COVID-19
beds are occupied, with intensive care unit (ICU)
occupancy at 77%. They also reported 24,999 health care
workers who tested positive for the virus, with 465 of these
being active cases. Most of the active cases were mild or
asymptomatic, however 50 cases were in moderate to
critical condition.

GRIM NUMBERS

On 12 September, the Philippines reached the grim
milestone of having over 35,000 people dead because of
COVID-19. The World Health Organization (WHO) places
the global death toll around 4.6 million people with 9,400
deaths towards the end of September 2021s. Globally, we
passed the devastating landmark number of 4 million lives
lost to COVID-19 around early July 2021. 

Amnesty International's Secretary General Agnés Callamard
called on richer countries and private companies to make
COVID-19 vaccines more accessible to lower-income
countries. Amnesty pointed out that countries who had
given at least the first shot to over half the population saw
their death toll reduced by over 90%. However, because
there continues to be limited or no access to vaccines, one
person still dies of COVID-19 every 11 seconds – mostly in
lower-income countries. 

BARRIERS TO GOOD HEALTH

Amnesty appealed to world leaders to resolve vaccine
shortages by sharing doses and removing barriers
preventing the scale up of global production. Included in
this was the call to further support moves to lift intellectual
property restrictions on life-saving products and to push
pharmaceutical companies to share their knowledge and
technology.

According to DOH and Philippine Statistics Authority
(PSA), only 16.84% of the population has received both
doses (or received a vaccine requiring only one dose) as of
19 September; another 20.74% have received their first
dose. The government's announced goal is to have
vaccinated 70% of the Philippine population by the end of
2021. To achieve this, it is estimated that we need to be
vaccinating 350,000 to 500,000 people a day. As of 18
September, an average of 374,612 doses was
administered over the previous seven days.

TO JOIN IN THE CALL FOR PHARMACEUTICAL COMPANIES TO LIVE UP TO
THEIR HUMAN RIGHTS OBLIGATIONS BY INCREASING ACCESS TO VACCINES

AND POOLING THEIR KNOWLEDGE AND TECHNOLOGY BY JOINING THE
WHO’S COVID-19 TECHNOLOGY ACCESS POOL, YOU CAN SIGN THE

PETITION ON THE AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL PHILIPPINES WEBSITE:
BIT.LY/VAXXEQUITY
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https://bit.ly/vaxxequity


Las t  June  was  the  annua l  month  o f
P r ide—a ce leb ra t i on  o f  d i f f e ren t
gende rs ,  sexua l i t i e s ,  and  iden t i t i e s .
The  f i r s t  P r ide  Pa rade  co inc ides  w i th
the  ann i ve r sa r y  o f  the  S tonewa l l  r i o t s ,
when  po l i ce  r a ided  S tonewa l l  Inn ,  a
popu la r  ba r  in  the  gay  communi t y  in
the  l a te  ‘60s .  As  much  as  p r ide  i s  a
month  o f  ce leb ra t i on ,  i t  i s  a l so  the
month  o f  r emembrance  fo r  the  h i s to r y
o f  s t rugg le  the  LGBTQI+  communi t y
has  endured  in  f i gh t ing  and  advoca t ing
fo r  the i r  r i gh t s .  The  v i o l ence  and
pre jud ice  the  LGBTQI+  communi t y
expe r i ence  a re  s t i l l  p resen t  and
preva len t  un t i l  t oday .

Eve rywhe re  in  the  wo r ld ,  peop le
face  d i sc r im ina t i on  because  o f
who  they  l o ve ,  who  they  a re
a t t r ac ted  to  and  who  they  a re .
Lesb ian ,  gay ,  b i sexua l ,
t r ansgende r ,  quee r  and  in te r sex
(LGBTQI+)   peop le  r i sk  be ing
unfa i r l y  t r ea ted  in  a l l  a reas  o f
the i r  l i ves ,  whe the r  i t ’ s  i n
educa t i on ,  employment ,  hous ing
o r  access  t o  hea l th  ca re ,  and
they  may  face  ha rassment  and
v io l ence .
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P R I D E
M O R E  T H A N  A  M O N T H



campa igned  to  a l l ow  P r ide
even ts  t o  t ake  p lace  in
count r i e s  such  as  Tu rkey ,
Lebanon  and  Ukra ine .

B A R R E D  F R O M  J U S T I C E

I t  i s  e x t r eme l y  d i f f i cu l t ,
and  in  mos t  cases ,
imposs ib le  f o r  LGBTQI+
peop le  t o  l i ve  the i r  l i ves
f r ee l y  and  seek  jus t i ce  f o r
abuses  when  the  l aws  a re
no t  on  the i r  s ide .  Even
when  they  a re ,  the re  i s
s t r ong  s t i gma and
s te reo t yp ing  o f  LGBTI
iden t i t i e s  tha t  p reven ts
them f rom l i v ing  the i r  l i ves
as  equa l  members  o f
soc ie t y  o r  access ing  r i gh t s
and  f r eedoms  tha t  a re
ava i l ab le  t o  o the r s .  Tha t ’ s
why  LGBTQI+  ac t i v i s t s
campa ign  re l en t l e ss l y  f o r
the i r  r i gh t s :  whe the r  i t ’ s  t o
be  f r ee  f r om d i sc r im ina t i on
to  l o ve  who  they  want ,  have
the i r  gende r  l ega l l y
r ecogn i zed  o r  t o  jus t  be
p ro tec ted  f r om the  r i sk  o f
assau l t  and  ha rassment .
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I D E N T I T Y  B E G E T S
V I O L E N C E :  T H E  S T O R Y  O F
L G B T Q I +  P E R S O N S
A R O U N D  T H E  W O R L D

Some count r i e s  pun i sh
peop le  f o r  the i r  sexua l
o r i en ta t i on  o r  the i r  gende r
iden t i t y  w i th  j a i l  o r  e ven
dea th .  Fo r  example ,  in
Oc tobe r  2019,  Uganda ’ s
E th ics  and  In teg r i t y  Min i s te r
announced  tha t  the
gove rnment  was  p lann ing  t o
in t r oduce  the  dea th  pena l t y
fo r  consensua l  same-sex
sexua l  ac t s .

In  2019,  Amnes t y
In te rna t i ona l  documented
how gay  and  t r ans  so ld ie r s  in
South  Ko rea  f ace  v i o l ence ,
ha rassment  and  pe r vas i ve
d i sc r im ina t i on  due  to  the
c r im ina l i za t i on  o f  consensua l
sex  be tween  men  in  the
mi l i t a r y ;  and  examined  the
ba r r i e r s  t o  access ing  gende r -
a f f i rm ing  t r ea tments  f o r
t r ansgende r  ind i v idua l s  in
Ch ina .  Amnes t y  a l so  

T H E  S T R U G G L E  M A D E  W O R S E  B Y  T H E  P A N D E M I C

Acco rd ing  t o  Amnes t y ’ s  In te rna t i ona l  Repo r t  2020-
2021,  the  Pandemic  has  on l y  ampl i f i ed  the  decades  o f
inequa l i t i e s  and  e ros i on  o f  pub l i c  se r v i ces  espec ia l l y
f o r  the  members  o f  LGBTQI+  communi t y .  Ex i s t ing
inequa l i t i e s  as  a  r esu l t  o f  decades  o f  t o x i c  l eade r sh ip
have  l e f t  e thn ic  mino r i t i e s ,  r e fugees ,  o lde r  pe r sons ,
and  women d i sp ropo r t i ona te l y  nega t i ve l y  a f f ec ted  by
the  pandemic .

The  repo r t  h i gh l i gh t s  a  marked  inc rease  in  gende r -
based  and  domes t i c  v i o l ence  w i th  many  women and
LGBTQI+  pe r sons  f ac ing  inc reased  ba r r i e r s  t o
p ro tec t i on  and  suppo r t -

c o n t .  o n  n e x t  p a g e  



P R I D E  I S  A  P R O T E S T
P R I D E  I S  A  C O N V E R S A T I O N
P R I D E  I S  A N  A C T I O N
Amnes t y  Ph i l i pp ines  has  made  a  commi t ted
e f fo r t  t o  ensu re  tha t  the  f i gh t  f o r  the  r i gh t s
and  equa l i t y  o f  the  LGBTQI+  communi t y
does  s top  a t  the  end  o f  June—but  i s
con t inu ing  and  p reva i l i ng  conve r sa t i on  tha t
mus t  be  made  beyond  P r ide  month .

Amnes t y  Ph i l i pp ines  be l i e ves  tha t  many  o f
these  p rob lems  can  be  add ressed  by  the
passage  o f  the  Comprehens i ve  An t i -
D i sc r im ina t i on  B i l l  (CADB) .  Fo r  decades ,
many  F i l i p inos  have  had  to  endure  p re jud ice
and  d i sc r im ina t i on  as  the  Ph i l i pp ine
Cong ress  f a i l s  t o  pass  a  l eg i s l a t i on  tha t
p rov ides  p rope r  sa fegua rd  and  p ro tec t i on
aga ins t  these  ac t s .  I f  adop ted ,  th i s
p roposed  measu re  w i l l  make  any  f o rm o f
d i sc r im ina t i on  i l l ega l ,  e spec ia l l y  when
access ing  bas ic  se r v i ces  and  seek ing
p ro tec t i on .  Th i s  l aw  w i l l  a l so  ensu re  tha t
those  cons ide red  to  be  mos t  vu lne rab le  t o
ac t s  o f  d i sc r im ina t i on  in  ex t r ao rd ina r y
s i tua t i ons  a re  p ro tec ted  a t  a l l  t imes .
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-due  to  r es t r i c t i ons  on  f r eedom o f  movement ;  l ack  o f  con f iden t i a l  mechan i sms  fo r  v i c t ims  to
repo r t  v i o l ence  wh i l e  i so l a ted  w i th  the i r  abuse r s ,  and  reduced  capac i t y  o r  suspens ion  o f
se r v i ces .

Women,  g i r l s  and  members  o f  the  LGBTQI+  communi t i e s  we re  sub jec ted  to  ha rassment  a t
checkpo in t s ;  and  the i r  f ami l i e s  have  been  pu rpose l y  exc luded  f r om the  Soc ia l  Ame l i o ra t i on
Prog ram in  some c i t i e s ,  and  in  o the r s ,  they ,  a l ong  w i th  many  fami l i e s  l i v ing  in  pove r t y  have
had  to  go  th rough  soc ia l  and  l ega l  hu rd les  th rown  a t  them jus t  t o  be  ab le  t o  ava i l  o f  any
ex i s t ing  gove rnment  ass i s tance .

Amnes t y  Ph i l i pp ines  fu r the r  asse r t  tha t
the  Comprehens i ve  An t i -D i sc r im ina t i on
B i l l  mus t  exempl i f y  the  p r inc ip le  o f
inc lus i v i t y  and  equa l i t y  by  ensu r ing  tha t
a l l  sec to r s  and  iden t i t i e s ,  i nc lud ing
lesb ian ,  gay ,  b i sexua l ,  and  t r ansgende r
peop le ,  en joy  the  p ro tec t i on  th i s
l eg i s l a t i on  p rov ides .

T A K E  A C T I O N

Sign the ongoing petition
urging lawmakers to pass

CADB: 

bit.ly/AI-CADB

https://bit.ly/AI-CADB


OPEN LINE: F I N D  O U T  H O W  A M N E S T Y  P H
E N S U R E S  I N C L U S I V E
C O M M U N I C A T I O N
O N L I N E  A N D  O F F L I N E

I s t o r y a H E Y !  

‘ I s t o r yaHEY! ’  i s  a  D IY  z ine  c rea ted  fo r
Amnes t y  Ph i l i pp ines  members  and  suppo r te r s
who  have  l im i ted  o r  no  access  t o  on l ine
resou rces .  De r i va t i ve  o f  the  wo rd  ‘ i s t o r yahe ’ ,
a  B i sayan  s l ang  mean ing  ’What !  Rea l l y ? ’  

Th i s  r esou rce  co l l a tes  and  fea tu res  Amnes t y
Ph i ipp ines ’  p resence  on  soc ia l  med ia
p la t f o rms  l i ke   Facebook  and  Ins tag ram.  I t
a l so  comes  in  F i l i p ino ,  and  Cebuano
t rans la t i ons .  Fomat ted  fo r  easy  D IY  p r in t ing - -
‘ I s t o r yaHEY! ’  con ta ins  a l l  the  in fo rmat i on
necessa r y  f o r  A I  members  and  suppo r te r s  t o
sha re  and  co l l abo ra te  on  fo r  the i r  human
r i gh t s  wo rk .

Dowload  and  p r in t  you r  own  copy  o f   
‘ I s t o r yaHEY! ’  he re :

b i t . l y / I s t o r yaHEY 

T H I N K .  F E E L .  D O .  

‘ Th ink .  Fee l .  Do . ’  i s  a  con ten t  co l l abo ra t i on
space  in  Amnes t y  Ph i l i pp ines  f o r  i nd i v idua l s
f r om d i f f e ren t  r eg ions  and  fo rmat i ons .
Week l y ,  the   t eam ho lds  a  Sp r in t  whe re  they
p rov ide  ins i gh t s ,  messag ing  p roposa l s  and
ana l y s i s  abou t  cu r ren t  even t s ,  p ress ing
i s sues ,  and  in te res t ing  t op ics  t o  ensu re  tha t
Amnes t y ’ s  con ten t  r ema ins  r e l evan t  t o  i t s
aud ience ,  inc lus i ve  and  d i ve r se .  
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https://bit.ly/IstoryaHEY


THIS ISSUE'S
BURNING QUESTION:  
“Kung ikaw ay magiging Senador o
Kongresista, anong mga panukalang

batas ang isusulong mo?” 

T H E  V I E W S  A N D  O P I N I O N S  E X P R E S S E D  H E R E  A R E  T H O S E  O F  T H E  Q U O T E D  I N D I V I D U A L S ,  A N D
D O  N O T  N E C E S S A R I L Y  R E F L E C T  T H E  O F F I C I A L  P O L I C Y  O R  P O S I T I O N  O F  A M N E S T Y

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  P H I L I P P I N E S .  A N Y  C O N T E N T  P R O V I D E D  B Y  O U R  M E M B E R S  A R E  O F  T H E I R
O P I N I O N ,  G I V E N  T O  U S  O N  T H E I R  O W N  A C C O R D  W I T H  C O N S E N T  T O  P U B L I S H ,  A N D  A R E  N O T

I N T E N D E D  T O  M A L I G N  A N Y  O R G A N I Z A T I O N ,  C O M P A N Y ,  O R  I N D I V I D U A L .



"Kung ako ay maging kongresista ang
isusulong kong panukalang batas ay
ang pagbabawal ng mga warrantless
arrest para sa kahit anong kasong
kriminal o sibil at ang pagbabasura
ng lahat o ano mang batas na
lumalabag sa karapatang pantao at
ang paggamit ng body camera
habang nasa tungkulin ang mga
alagad ng batas."

"Kung ako ay magkakaroon ng
pagkakataong maging isang senador
upang pagsilbihan ang mamamayang
Pilipino, isa sa mga panukalang batas
na pagtutuunan ko ng pansin ay ang
Republic Act 7610 or Special
Protection of Children Against Abuse,
Exploitation, and Discrimination Act. 
 
Pinili ko ito dahil alam naman natin na
marami pa ring mga bata na nagdurusa
dahil sa mga pang-aabuso, hindi lang
sa physical o mental na pang-aabuso,
pati na rin sa kanilang karapatang
tratuhin ng tama, pag-aralin, at bigyan
ng buhay na maayos. "

H A R R Y  P I N E D A

R A F A E L  P O P S  E N C A R N A C I O N M E A R C K  A M I E L  J A N  L O P E Z

“Kung ako ay magiging isang Senador
isusulong ko ang batas na ang lahat ng guro
ay matuto ng sign language, braille at
maghandle sa mga batang may kapansanan
sa loob ng paaralan. Dapat maiwasan ang
pagkakaroon ng segragation sa mga learners. 

Para maiwasan ang barriers, isama sa
curriculum ang sign language para maiwasan
ang pagkakahon sa mga taong may
kapansanan. 

#EndLanguageBarrier 
#LahatKasali"

J U D E  N E L S O N  A P O L O N I O

M A T T E O  G O N Z A G A

"Kung ako ay magiging Senador o
Kongresista, magpapatupad ako ng mga
batas na magpapahalaga at
mangangalaga sa karapatang pantao ng
lahat na mamamayang Pilipino.
Sisiguraduhin ko na maipapatupad ang
batas na magtatanggal ng "inequality" sa
bansa, mula sa mga batas, sa ekonomiya,
sa edukasyon at lalo na sa sektor ng
pangkalusugan."

- J E N I L Y N  A R A Z A

"Ang mas mataas na parusa sa mga
nagkakasalang tao ng gobyerno lalo na
sa mga halal na opisyal, political
appointee at sa lahat ng level ng
security sector." 
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"Mohimo ako ug usa ka balaod nga
makakaon kami tulo ka beses sa usa ka

adlaw, ug dili ta sayon-sayonan sa ubang
bansa. Maayong kahimsog sa tananga

panglawas ang tanang Pilipino."

- Z E U S  " N O K I E "  C A L U N S A G  

"Gawing pantay, makatao at parehas
na karapatang pantao ng bawat isa,

lalo na sa mga taong nasa posisyun at
ordinaryo."
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Y E S  t o
a c c o u n t a b l e
a n d  v i s i b l e
l e a d e r s h i p
B Y  M A N U  G A S P A R

What  shou ld  we  l ook  f o r  in  a  l eade r ?
Unfo r tuna te l y ,  th i s  ques t i on  may  focus  t oo
much  on  ind i v idua l  t r a i t s  tha t  we  iden t i f y
w i th  o r  a re  in te res ted  in .  We  need  to
re f r ame the  ques t i on  because  i t  i s  l e ss
abou t  who  we  l i ke  bes t ,  bu t  more  abou t
wha t  i s  ac tua l l y  r equ i r ed .  Le t ’ s  t ake  a  s tep
back  and  ask :  wha t  k ind  o f  coun t r y  do  we
want  as  a  r esu l t  o f  the  po l i t i ca l  l eade r sh ip?

I  wan t  a  count r y  whe re  peop le  can  f r ee l y
exp ress  and  assoc ia te  w i thou t  f ea r  o f
v i o l ence  o r  ha rassment .  Th i s  i s  a  coun t r y
whe re  ou r  gove rnment  and  co rpo ra t i ons
p ro tec t  each  o f  us  in  on l ine  and  o f f l i ne
spaces .

When  we  have  a  cu l tu re  tha t  r e spec t s  ou r
f r eedom to  engage  w i th  i s sues  c l oses t  t o  us ,
we  a re  p ro tec ted  aga ins t  th rea t s  o f  a r r es t ,
t o r tu re ,  o r  un lawfu l  de ten t i on .  I t  a l so
means  ou r  on l ine  p r i vacy  i s  p ro tec ted
w i th in  the  d ig i t a l  p l a t f o rms  we  use  wh i l e
ensu r ing  they  a re  f r ee  f r om abuse  and
mis in fo rmat i on .

I  wan t  a  count r y  tha t  s t r i ves  t owa rds  equ i t y
and  ce leb ra tes  ou r  d i ve r s i t y .  When  we
address  the  r oo t  causes  o f  inequa l i t y  and
d i sc r im ina t i on ,  each  one  o f  us  can  en joy
the  h ighes t  qua l i t y  o f  hea l th  ca re ,  hous ing ,
and  soc ia l  secu r i t y  poss ib le .

In  f ac t ,  p rov id ing  these  a re  some o f  the
bes t  inves tments  ou r  l eade r s  can  make  tha t
p rov ide  the  h ighes t  r e tu rns  on  ou r  we l l -
be ing  and  fu tu re  gene ra t i ons .

Co rpo ra t i ons  shou ld  go  beyond  s imp ly
repo r t ing  on  sus ta inab le  p rac t i ces ;  they
shou ld  end  unsus ta inab le  p rac t i ces  tha t  a re
hu r t ing  ind igenous  communi t i e s  and  the

c o n t .  o n  n e x t  p a g e  

P u b l i s h e d  i n  P h i l i p p i n e  S t a r ,  2 7  J u l y  2 0 2 1
F ind  i t  he re  b i t . l y /ManuGaspa r -Ph i lS ta r

https://bit.ly/ManuGaspar-PhilStar


env i r onment .  When  ou r
gove rnment  t akes  ca re  o f  us ,  a s
ev idenced  by  l i v ing  wages  and
l i vab le  c i t i e s ,  we  can  be t te r
con t r ibu te  the  bes t  o f  ou r  ab i l i t i e s
to  soc ie t y  

I  wan t  a  count r y  tha t  i s
accountab le  f o r  i t s  pas t  s ins .  Th i s
requ i res  genu ine  acknowledgment
o f  and  repa ra t i on  f o r  the
v io l a t i ons  i t  has  made  in  yea r s
pas t .  I t  i s  the  bes t  r e sponse  t o
the  jus t i ce  and  reconc i l i a t i on  tha t
v i c t ims  have  l ong  been  ask ing  f o r .
Th i s  r equ i res  r ecommi t t ing  ou r
jus t i ce  s ys tem and  l aw
enfo rcement  p rac t i ces  t o  a l i gn
w i th  in te rna t i ona l  human r i gh t s
s tanda rds .

On l y  a f t e r  we  undo  ou r  mora l
f a i lu res  can  we  e f f ec t i ve l y  ca l l  ou t
o the r  coun t r i e s  t o  ho ld  them
accountab le—espec ia l l y  on
modern  i s sues  l i ke  vacc ine  equ i t y
o r  c l imate  jus t i ce ,  whe re  ac t i ons
o f  r i che r  coun t r i e s
d i sp ropo r t i ona l l y  a f f ec t  ou r  l i ves
and  oppo r tun i t i e s .

The  t ru th  i s  tha t  we  a re  no t  ask ing
fo r  t oo  much .  We  do  no t  r equ i re
g rand  in f r as t ruc tu re  p ro j ec t s  no r
l o f t y  ambi t i ons .  We  jus t  wan t  t o
ge t  by .  We  want  t o  l i ve  each  day
w i thou t  f ea r  o f  s l i d ing  in to  deb t
because  a  f ami l y  member  has  been
hosp i t a l i zed ;  w i thou t  f ea r  o f  be ing
s t i gmat i zed  when  we  speak  ou r
pe r sona l  t ru ths  and  be l i e f s ;
w i thou t  f ea r  o f  f a l l i ng  beh ind  in
schoo l  because  we  canno t  fu l l y
pa r t i c ipa te  r emote l y .  We  want  a
count r y  whe re  i t  i s  ac tua l l y
en joyab le  t o  l i ve  in ,  and  no t
s imp ly  t o  l i ve  th rough .

I f  th i s  i s  the  t ype  o f  Ph i l i pp ines
we  want  in  the  nex t  f ew  yea r s ,
then  th i s  i s  wha t  i s  r equ i r ed :
accountab le  and  v i s ib l e  l eade r sh ip
tha t  r ecogn i zes  ou r  d ign i t y  and
fu l f i l l s  ou r  human r i gh t s .  Whethe r
i t  i s  ano the r  pandemic ,  ano the r
f inanc ia l  c r i s i s ,  o r  wo r sen ing
c l imate  change ,  th i s  i s  the  t ype  o f
l eade r sh ip  tha t  w i l l  bu i ld  the
empathy ,  un i t y ,  and  res i l i ence
necessa r y  t o  t ake  on  any  cha l l enge
o f  the  fu tu re .  Ano the r  wo r ld  i s
poss ib le .  A  be t te r  wo r ld  i s
ach ievab le .
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T H E  A U T H O R
Manu Gaspa r  wo rks  t o  improve  hea l thca re
access  and  sys tems  th rough  techno logy .  He
i s  a  You th  Boa rd  Member  o f  Amnes t y
In te rna t i ona l  Ph i l i pp ines .
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A M N E S T Y  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  I S  A  G L O B A L  M O V E M E N T  O F
M O R E  T H A N  1 0  M I L L I O N  P E O P L E  W H O  T A K E  I N J U S T I C E

P E R S O N A L L Y .  W E  A R E  C A M P A I G N I N G  F O R  A  W O R L D
W H E R E  H U M A N  R I G H T S  A R E  E N J O Y E D  B Y  A L L .

In  1961,  B r i t i sh  l awye r  Pe te r  Benenson  was  ou t raged  when  two
Po r tuguese  s tuden ts  we re  j a i l ed  jus t  f o r  r a i s ing  a  t oas t  t o  f r eedom.
He  wro te  an  a r t i c l e  in  The  Obse r ve r  newspape r  and  l aunched  a
campa ign  tha t  p rovoked  an  inc red ib le  r esponse .  Rep r in ted  in
newspape rs  ac ross  the  wo r ld ,  h i s  ca l l  t o  ac t i on  spa rked  the  idea
tha t  peop le  eve r ywhe re  can  un i t e  in  so l ida r i t y  f o r  j us t i ce  and
f reedom.  

Th i s  insp i r ing  moment  d idn ’ t  j us t  g i ve  b i r th  t o  an  ex t r ao rd ina r y
movement ,  i t  was  the  s ta r t  o f  e x t r ao rd ina r y  soc ia l  change .  

" O N L Y  W H E N  T H E  L A S T  P R I S O N E R  O F
C O N S C I E N C E  H A S  B E E N  F R E E D ,  W H E N

T H E  L A S T  T O R T U R E  C H A M B E R  H A S
B E E N  C L O S E D ,  W H E N  T H E  U N I T E D

N A T I O N S  U N I V E R S A L  D E C L A R A T I O N
O F  H U M A N  R I G H T S  I S  A  R E A L I T Y  F O R

T H E  W O R L D ’ S  P E O P L E ,  W I L L  O U R
W O R K  B E  D O N E . "

P E T E R  B E N E N S O N ,  A M N E S T Y  I N T E R N A T I O N A L  F O U N D E R
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