
 
 

 

We take violations against human rights by state and non-state actors 
personally, you should too. We take the denial of our basic human 
rights personally, you should too. We take government inaction 
resulting to injustice personally, you should too. 
 
 
 

 
 

 The non-implementation of the Anti Torture Act of 2009 and the general impunity enjoyed by 
perpetrators of torture have resulted in the continued use of torture by the police and military.  
We have yet to see a torturer made accountable six years after the law criminalizing torture 
has been passed. 

 The continued victimization and killing of Indigenous Peoples (Lumads) largely due to 
insurgency and development aggression;   

 The Philippines is still considered one of the most dangerous countries for journalists and 
media practitioners.  Despite the global outrage and condemnation of the Maguindanao 
Massacre in 2009 (considered to be the single deadliest event in history for journalists with 
34 journalists out of the 58 victims), journalists continue to be targeted in the country.  As of 
today, almost 30 journalists have been killed during the Pnoy Aquino Administration.   

 Disappearances and extra-judicial killings continue to be used as tools of repression and 
intimidation in the country.   

 The failure of the country’s Witness Protection Program to effectively and fully protect 
witnesses and victims of human rights violations have resulted to the continuing culture of 
impunity in the Philippines.  The climate of fear and lack of accountability despite various 
laws, programs and other legal measures on human rights protection have resulted to the 
continued denial of justice. 

 The realization of sexual and reproductive rights remains to be an aspiration in many areas in 
the Philippines.  Despite the Reproductive Health Law of 2012, reproductive health products 
and services are not prioritized or provided.  

 Discrimination continue to be a daily issue with the LGBT community, amongst persons with 
disabilities, the indigenous peoples, the older people, women, the youth, those living in 
poverty and other marginalized sectors in the country.  They constantly experience lack of 
access to basic needs and services due to government inaction on their concerns. 

 The delivery of basic services remains slow, inefficient and wholly ineffective for the victims 
of natural disasters in the country especially in the areas hit by Yolanda.  The absence of a 
human rights approach to the disaster and risk reduction management by the government has 
contributed greatly to the continuing victimization of those displaced and those who have lost 
loved ones to these disasters.  

 
Additionally, AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL PHILIPPINES calls on the government to address these concerns: 

 
 Fully protect the rights of migrant workers.  Amnesty International has reported on the abuses 

experienced by migrant workers, including Filipinos, in Hong Kong and Qatar.  We will 
continue to demand sending and receiving governments, including the Philippines, to ensure 
the protection of all migrant workers from human rights abuses by ensuring that their welfare 
and security are given utmost priority. 

 Fully protect the rights of internally displaced people – be it due to internal conflict or due to 
natural disasters.  Those affected by super typhoon Yolanda and the Zamboanga siege 
continue to be displaced and basic services – including housing, clean water, food and 
sanitation – are not delivered on time, or not delivered at all. 

 

In the coming 2016 elections, find out whether your chosen 
candidates have a say on the following human rights issues: 

 

TAKE INJUSTICE PERSONALLY! 
 


